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An Excellent Great Britain IV Railtour

Welcome to Issue 56 of Railtalk Magazine. Each month we bring you a jam packed round up of the best pictures, news and reports.
We start with an apology this month and also a thank you. This has been our biggest issue ever, and we apologise to all those people
whose photos we have had to leave out. but at the same time a very big thank you to all those that have sent in their photos. Please do keep
it up and don’t be disheartened when your photo doesn’t appear. We do you as many as we possible can but there has to be a limit, and yes
we do keep crossing that limit every month! All those photos must be the nice weather, !!! Doh, I mentioned the weather again this month.
Secondly I must say hello to the reader I met recently at Copmanthorpe, near York. Unfortunately I never managed to get his name,
but to someone that was from Andover and had come up to York for a few days, it was nice to meet you!
Lastly I must congratulate Jo and the Spitfire Railtour team for providing another excellent tour (picture below), and not forgetting the
excellent Gravy Train Catering Team who produced some of the finest on board food I’ve tasted in a while. Looking forward into this month,
I must say I’m looking forward to the Retro Railtours trip to Southend with a pair of Class 31s (Advertised in the magazine). If all the other
Retro Railtours are anything to go by, It should truly be an eventful trip.

Andy Patten
This issue wouldn’t be possible without: Richard Hargreaves, Carl Grocott, Jonathan McGurk, Dave Harris, Jon Jebb, Derek Elston,
Pete Cheshire, David Mead, Brian Battersby, Steve Andrews, David Hollowood, James Stoker, Steve Thompson, Richard Jones,
Gary S. Smith, Craig Stretten, Jonathan Gill, Alex Roberts, Julian Churchill, Colin Irwin, Steve Madden, Ian Furness, Phil Martin,
Alan Usher, CJ Sutcliffe, James Paice, Chris Morrison, Yorkie, Danny Sladdin, Derek Hopkins, Charlie Robbins, Mike Williams,
Daniel Stanbridge, John Coleman, John Martin, Wayne Radford, Barry Beeston, Robert Barton, Ben Bucki, Darrel Hendrie,
Geoff Barton, John Alsop, Alan Naylor, Chris Stanley, Lewis Mitchell, Richard Holmes, John Edkins, James Bartlett, Mark Walker, Matt Price,
John Edkins and the guys at RailUK.
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Front Cover: Wherever the 9 day Great Britain IV Railtour went, West Coast’s
Class 47 760 wasn’t far away. As the tour’s designated shadow loco it clocked up the
miles this month, seen here crossing Weaver Viaduct, Cheshire Colin Irwin
This Page: On April 30th, Class 37 688 “Kingmoor TMD” and 37 194 worked Spitfire’s
“The Welshman” seen here passing Meole Brace. Carl Grocott
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Northern Belle - DRS makes its debut

Wow! what an interest in one train this month, and its all thanks to the taking
over from DBS of the prestigious Northern Belle contract. The “Blue Team”
certainly started in style with this outing to Grantham on April 2nd, seen here
passing through Nottingham with Class 47 790. Richard Hargreaves
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Charter Scene

5

Northern Belle

Above: Class 47 790 arrives into Sheffield at the head of the Northern Belle on April 2nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Class 47 802 and with 47 501 on the rear are seen on April 16th with a Crewe to Chester and Birmingham
Northern Belle circular working. Phil Martin
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UK Railtours - York and the Line that Time Forgot

Above: On April 16th, Class 67 005 heads through Doncaster with a Woking to York charter. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Earlier on April 16th the tour is seen heading through Alexander Palace. Matt Price
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Pathfinder Tours - The Humbersider

Pathfinder Tours - The Humbersider

Above: Class 60 074 “Teenage Spirit” heads the 1Z27 Bristol Temple Meads to Cleethorpes charter
through Nottingham on April 2nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Class 60 074 and the 1Z27 Bristol - Cleethorpes, are seen climbing away from Barnetby. Steve Thompson
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Above: The train is seen approaching New Barnetby with Class 66 096 hanging on the rear. Steve Thompson
Below: The Class 60 approaches Grimsby/Immingham Light Railway at Great Coates No 1. As it disappears into the
distance towards Marsh Junction, none of the unfortunate passengers could have foreseen that their view from the
window was to remain unchanged for the next 140 minutes! The Humberside Voodoo strikes again! Without going into
too much detail, we’ll just say that they had fun and games with the junction points. Steve Thompson

9

Pathfinder Railtours - The Easter Highlander

DRS Class 47 810, recently named “Peter Bath MBE 1927-2006” and
classmate 47 501 pass Undy with the “Easter Highlander” railtour
from Salisbury to Inverness on April 22nd. Lewis Mitchell
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Pathfinder Railtours - The Easter Highlander

Above: Class 47 501 and 47 832 pass Kemps Eye Bridge heading south from Shrewsbury on the return working of the four
day trip to Scotland The Class 47s worked the train to/from Carlisle with Class 37s north of the border. Phil Martin

Pathfinder Railtours - The Easter Highlander

Above: DRS Class 47 810 “Peter Bath MBE 1927-2006” and 47 501 pass Shrewsbury with the “Easter
Highlander” railtour from Salisbury to Inverness on April 22nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Class 47 501 and 47 832 return the charter south with the Carlisle - Salisbury leg of the tour.
Seen here passing Redbank on April 25th. Dave Harris
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Cruise Saver Travel - The Cruise Saver

Below: DRS Class 47 810 “Peter Bath MBE 1927-2006” and 47 501 “Craftsman” lead 1Z47 “The Cruise Saver” from
Edinburgh to Southampton West Docks through Eastleigh on April 19th. Matt Price
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GWR Didcot - ECS move

Above: GWR No. 6024 “King Edward I” approaches Swindon with 5Z27 Didcot GWS to Didcot on April 30th. Derek Elston

VSOE - British Pullman Luncheon Circular

Below: Merchant Navy Class No. 35028 “Clan Line” is seen on the 1Z85 VSOE Luncheon Special through
Lawrence Lane, Betchworth, April 30th. Matt Price
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VSOE - British Pullman Luncheon Circular

Above: Class 67 003 passes Sevington, Ashford (Kent) working 1Y44 Folkstone West - London Victoria
VSOE on April 7th. Class 67 008 was on the rear. Daniel Stanbridge

VSOE - Grand National Special

Below: Class 67 008 was in action again just two days later when it was joined by 67 001 for the annual VSOE
trip to the Grand National, seen here at Crewe working back to London Victoria. Brian Battersby
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Steam Dreams - The Cathedrals Express

Main: BR Class 7 No. 70000 “Britannia” makes the climb out of Stratford-UponAvon on April 23rd with the return London Paddington to Stratford upon Avon
“Cathedrals Express”. John Edkins
Inset: “Britannia” passes Reading working the outward 1Z41 to Stratford
upon Avon. Derek Elston
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Railway Touring Company - The Cheshireman

Main: LMS Black Five 4-6-0 No. 44871 passes over Frodsham Viaduct with “The Cheshireman”
railtour from Cleethorpes to Chester on April 2nd. CJ Sutcliffe
Inset: Earlier in the day, the Black 5 is seen emerging from Standedge Tunnel
heading for towards Diggle. Colin Irwin
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Railway Touring Company - The Cheshireman

Above: LMS Black 5 4-6-0 No. 44871 is seen with 1Z31 Cleethorpes - Chester at Scunthorpe on April 2nd. Steve Thompson
Below: The previous day, April 1st Class 47 760 and 47 786 pass through Scunthorpe with the ECS for the
following days charter. Steve Thompson
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Footex’s

Above: With a full rake of ex Virgin branded stock, DBS Class 67 003 is seen passing Lady Bank Bridge, Bolton with the
1Z37 Horwich Parkway - Wembley Footex on April 17th. Dave Harris
Below: On the same day, DBS Class 67 022 works the 1Z35 Horwich Parkway - Wembley Footex,
with a slightly less uniform rake of stock. Dave Harris
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

LNER A4 No. 60019 “Bittern” masqueraded as No. 4492 “Dominion of New
Zeland” as it leads the first part of the 9 day “The Great Britain IV” through
Alexandra Palace bound for Tyne Yard where fellow A4 No. 60007 ‘Sir Nigel
Gresley” would continue the tour to Edinburgh. Matt Price
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: LNER A4 No. 4492 “Dominion of New Zealand” heads Day 1 of the mammoth steam charter north
through Doncaster on April 16th. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Day 2 saw Royal Scot LMS 4-6-0 No. 46115 “Scots Guardsman” passing West Ferry, Dundee, working
1Z28 Edinburgh - Inverness via Aberdeen, April 17th. Robert Duff
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: Royal Scot LMS 4-6-0 No. 46115 “Scots Guardsman” passes Ladybank again on Day 2, April 17th. Richard Jones
Below: The loco for Day 4 of the tour, from Inverness - Kyle - Inverness would be Gresley K4 2-6-0
No. 61994 “The Great Marquess” seen here running through Ladybank on April 17th, Richard Jones
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: On April 20th, which was Day 5 of the tour, Black 5s Nos. 44871 and 45407 are seen storming across
the Sloched Viaduct heading for Perth and a nice long drink. Richard Jones
Below: The pair of Black 5’s are seen taking on water at Perth part way through working the Inverness - Glasgow portion
of the journey. Richard Jones
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: LMS 5MT Nos. 45807 and 44801 stand at Perth on April 16th prior to working Day 3. Richard Jones
Below: Throughout the tour, West Coast’s Class 47 760 shadowed the trains and assisted with ECS etc. This is the loco
running light through Magor heading towards Bristol. Lewis Mitchell
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: On April 21st, LMS Black 5s, Nos. 45407 & 44871 with their support coaches, are seen at Carlisle en route from
Cadder Yard, after working some of the Scottish legs of the tour, to the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. Steve Thompson
Below: Day 6 and Royal Scot LMS 4-6-0 No. 46115 “Scots Guardsman” worked the Glasgow - Dumfries - Carlisle - Preston
portion, seen here arriving into Carlisle. Steve Thompson
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: LMS 5MT Nos. 45807 and 44801 and LMS Royal Scot No. 46115 are seen at Carlisle. Steve Thompson
Below: Day 7 and GWR Castle Class 4-6-0 No. 5029 Nunney Castle passes over
Weaver Viaduct, Cheshire heading south. Colin Irwin
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: Day 7 of the tour sees Great Western No. 5029 “Nunney Castle” head the leg from Preston - Bristol
seen here passing through Shrewsbury on April 22nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: A few hours earlier “Nunney Castle” is seen speeding down the West Coast Main Line at Leyland. Chris Stanley
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Railway Touring Company - The Great Britain IV

Above: Great Western No. 5029 “Nunney Castle” is seen at Magor near the end of the leg from Preston - Bristol
on Day 7, April 22nd. Lewis Mitchell
Below: Day 8 sees LMS Black 5 No. 45305 and Britannia Class No. 70013 “Oliver Cromwell” working Bristol - Penzance
climbing St. Germans Bank, Cornwall, April 23rd. Steve Andrews
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Statesman Rail - The Settle and Carlisle Statesman

Above: Class 57 601 arrives into Doncaster on April 9th with 1Z32 Ely to Carlisle,
Statesman Rail’s Settle & Carlisle Statesman. John Martin
Below: Class 47 760 was on the rear for this charter. John Martin
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NENTA - The York & Weardale Rambler

Above: Class 47 786 “Roy Castle” is seen approaching Doncaster on April 9th with 1Z75 Norwich to
Bishop Auckland, Nenta Rail Tours - York & Weardale Rambler. John Martin
Below: Bringing up the rear of the same charter is Class 47 804. John Martin
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Chester Model Railway Club - The English Riviera Express

Above: Class 67 008 passes Sutton Bridge with the 1Z39 Hooton - Kingswear working on April 16th. Phil Martin
Below: Class 67 008 passes Severn Tunnel Jct. heading for Kingswear. Lewis Mitchell
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Vintage Trains - The Coronation Express

Above: A pair of Great Western 4-6-0s as No. 4965 “Rood Ashton Hall” leads No. 5043 “Earl of Mount Edgcumbe”
with a Tyseley to Didcot special on April 2nd. Steve Andrews
Below: The pair approach Swindon passing the former GWR works, where they were built. Derek Elston
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Vintage Trains - The Coronation Express

Above: This is the return working with the pair of Great Western 4-6-0s Nos. 4965 “Rood Ashton Hall” and No. 5043
“Earl of Mount Edgcumbe” working 1Z46 Didcot - Tyseley, passing Basil Road. Wayne Radford

SRPS - The Forth Circle

Below: LNER A4 No. 60007 passes Lowervalley Field on the North bank of the River Forth, Easter Sunday, April
24th with a Linlithgow - Dunfermline, Dalmeny - Dunfermline circular. Richard Jones
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Railway Touring Company - The Jolly Fisherman

Above: On April 9th, BR Standard Class 7 No. 70013 “Oliver Cromwell” crosses from the down fast to the down slow at
Alexandra Palace with 1Z51 The Jolly Fisherman tour from London Kings Cross to Skegness. Derek Elston
Below: Class 37 676 “Loch Rannoch” brings up the rear of the tour to Skegness. Derek Elston
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Spitfire Railtours - The Welshman

Main: On April 30th, Class 37 688 “Kingmoor TMD” and 37 194 worked Spitfire’s “The
Welshman” from Preston - Fishguard via Carmarthen & the Heart of Wales, returning via the
Cardiff & the Marches with Class 47 580 “County of Essex” seen here at Briton Ferry.
Inset: Class 47 580 is seen at Pwll on the rear of the charter. Both: Lewis Mitchell
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Branch Line Society - Trent Explorer

Above: On April 23rd the Branch Line Society ran a tour from Crewe to Roxby, featuring Class 66 119 and
66 157. This is the tour as is passes through Derby traversing various lines at the rear of the station. Class47
Below: Later the tour took in such delights as of the Roxby Gullet Landfill Site, and Pig Sty Curve, nice! Steve Thompson

Spitfire Railtours - The Welshman

Above: Class 37 688 “Kingmoor TMD” and 37 194 are seen at Llandrindod Wells during a brief stop to let
a Shrewsbury bound service train through. Richard Hargreaves

Steam Dreams - The Cathedrals Express

Below: LMS Royal Class No. 6201 “Princess Elizabeth” lifts the safety valves as it approaches Northampton
and a water stop with the returning 1Z92 Chester to Euston Cathedrals Express on April 16th. Derek Elston
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Vintage Trains - The Red Rose

GWR Castle Class 4-6-0 No. 5043 “Earl Of Mount Edgecumbe” thrashes up the incline to Diggle and Uppermill
working “The Red Rose” from Tyseley to Blackburn and return on April 16th. CJ Sutcliffe

Vintage Trains - The Red Rose

Above: GWR Castle Class 4-6-0 No. 5043 “Earl Of Mount Edgecumbe” cruises through Pleasington on its return leg,
1Z38 Blackburn to Tyseley on April 16th. David Hollowood
Below: On the approach to Stafford, No. 5043 “Earl of Mount Edgcumbe” rushes past Moss Pit with the
Vintage Trains 1Z37 Tyseley - Blackburn railtour “The Red Rose” on April 16th. Gary S. Smith
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Raiil Blue Charters - ECS move

Steam Dreams - The Cathedrals Express

Above: In BR Black, Class 7 No. 70000 “Britannia” passes Sevington, Ashford (Kent) in a beautiful patch of spring
sunshine working 1Z73 Canterbury West - Oxford “THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS” railtour on April 7th. Wayne Radford

West Coast Rail - ECS move

Above: Class 67 005 with a rake of Mk3 stock on the 5Z84 Barrow Hill - Preston passes Winwick on April 2nd. Dave Harris

West Coast Rail - ECS move

Below: Crompton Class 33 207 “Jim Martin” heads though Winwick Jct. with a 5Z47 Carnforth - Southall
ECS move on April 28th. Dave Harris

Below: Class 33 207 “Jim Martin” is held at Northampton with 5Z47 Carnforth to Southall running 35 minutes early. at
this point on April 28th. Derek Elston
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Southend Daytripper - www.retrorailtours.co.uk
The tour will run on Saturday 28th May 2011 picking up at:
Leeds - Dewsbury - Huddersfield - Stalybridge - Reddish South - Stockport
We have a requested a pair of BAR Class 31s to haul the train.
To book, you can visit our website www.retrorailtours.co.uk
Alternatively postal booking can be sent to: 2 Brookfield Grove, Ashton-under-Lyne, OL6 6TL.
Enquiries Tel: 0161 330 9055

Prices
Standard Class - £59
First Class - £94
Premier Dining - £165
46

47

Pictures

Freightliner’s Class 70 011 passes through Frodsham on April 25th
heading for Ellesmere Port whilst an Arriva Trains Wales Class 175
heads to Manchester Piccadilly. Brian Battersby
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Above: East Midlands Trains Class 158 813 heads towards Duffield on April 23rd with a
Matlock to Nottingham service. Class47
Below: On April 16th, Class 60 040 “The Territorial Army Centenary” is seen heading 6A18 Acton - Dagenham
through Leytonstone High Road. Matt Price

50

Above: Class 92 019 “Wagner” passes Long Buckby with 6A42 Daventry to Wembley
on April 8th. Steve Madden
Below: Class 66 035 runs into Blackburn with 6F94 Toton to Clitheroe cement empties on the
evening of April 15th. David Hollowood
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Class 37 059 and 37 038, running slightly late are seen approaching
Basildon, Essex hauling an East Ham to Shoeburyness Test Train
on April 7th. Charlie Robbins
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With a stormy sky approaching, Class 60 015 passes Kangeroo Spinney.
Wellingbrough on 6E38 Linsey Colenbrook tank train which ran
very very early. John Coleman
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Class 66 140 is seen in charge of the Margam - Dee Marsh steel train
as it ascends Hencote Bank leaving Shrewsbury on April 25th.
Phil Martin
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On April 7th Class 66 107 and a rake of HTA coal hoppers
works the 4L36 Didcot - Ripple Lane through
Dolphin Junction, Slough. Wayne Radford
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Above: Heading for Crewe on April 18th, DB liveried Class 66 152 leans into the curve
at Rugeley Trent Valley. Richard Hargreaves
Below: The Extendalino AKA 11 car Class 390 054 leans to the curve south of Greenholme
on April 27th during a test run. David Hollowood
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Above: On April 21st, Class 66 610 crosses the Fens at Three Horseshoes leaving a trail of sand in it’s wake. Derek Elston
Below: Class 60 049 awaits a path in the centre road at Swindon as HSTs pass on both sides, April 2nd. Derek Elston
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Colas Rail’s Class 66 845 is seen in the cutting at Frodsham
on April 25th with a loaded timber train bound for Chirk.
Brian Battersby

Above: Colas Rail Class 66 842 is seen along with a rake of ex-Great Western Motorail vans at
Rugby on April 11th. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Class 66 146 speeds south through Doncaster on April 16th with an Intermodal working. Brian Battersby

62

63

Class 377 115, 377 313 and 442 420 are seen stabled at
Brighton on April 8th. Steve Madden
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Above: On April 2nd, East Midlands Trains HST Nos. 43048 and 43074 arrive into Nottingham at
the end of their journey from London St. Pancras. Richard Hargreaves
Below: The final pair of Grand Central power cars have been released from Brush after MTU fitment and returned to
traffic. This is No. 43423 heading south through Doncaster on April 16th. Class47
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Above: Class 60 071 heads through Warrington Bank Quay on April 2nd. Brian Battersby
Below: Just before the rain came, Northern’s Class 158 795 heads a Sheffield bound train into
Doncaster on April 16th. Brian Battersby
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Above: Class 66 721 “Thoresby Colliery” heads up through Worksop on April 4th with loaded HYAs. John Martin
Below: Grand Central’s Class 180 112 speeds through Doncaster on April 16th with a
Sunderland - London Kings Cross service. Brian Battersby
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Above: GBRf Barbie liveried Class 73 212 leads Translator vehicles 6376 and 6377, Class 73 213 and a very
dirty Ex DRS blue Class 66 402 working 5Y22 Tonbridge - St. Leonards Depot on April 12th. Daniel Stanbridge
Below: Class 66 581 unbranded and now working for GBRf works 4C77 Fiddlers Ferry to Newbiggin gypsum, through
Cherry Tree on April 6th. David Hollowood
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The first unit in the Arriva Trains Wales refurbishment program has at last been released to traffic.
Looking stunning both inside and out the unit is seen here at Telford Central
on April 15th. Richard Hargreaves
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Above: Class 37 194 and 37 667 speed through Warrington Bank Quay with a Crewe
bound flask train on April 2nd. Brian Battersby
Left: On April 11th, Large Logo Blue Class 73 207 leads Class 66 730 and Class 73 204 into
Hastings working 0Y22 Hoo Junction - Tonbridge - St Leonards Depot
light engine move. Daniel Stanbridge
Bottom Left: The 11-car Alstom Pendolino continues to be on test up and down the West
Coast Main Line, seen here at Crewe heading North on March 31st. Steve Thompson
Bottom Right: Three-car Arriva Trains Wales Class 175 111 approaches Little Stretton,
Shropshire as it heads for Shrewsbury on Good Friday, April 22nd. Gary S. Smith
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After arriving from South Wales, Class 60 011 was put to work on the 6M24 Lindsay Oil
Refinery - Kingsbury and 6E46 return diagram, Seen here passing through Barnetby
on April 8th, with lovely sunshine and a forest of semaphores. Steve Thompson
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Above: A rusty Freightliner Class 66 548 works 4S75 Basford Hall to Killoch through
Preston at 00:48hrs on April 12th. David Hollowood
Below: DR98905 and DR98955 head a 6Z08 York Thrall to York Thrall Weedkiller train down
through Worksop on April 7th. John Martin
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Above: GBRf Class 66 710 “Phil Packer” heads through Crewe on April 9th. Brian Battersby
Below: Class 378 150 stands in the bay at Crystal Palace whilst Class 455 808 passes with
the 11.15 to London Victoria on April 9th. Derek Elston
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Above: EWS liveried Class 90 035 has become a bit of a celebrity loco in the East Anglia region,
much the same way as its sister loco 90 036 did some time ago. This is Class 90 035 speeding through
Shenfield heading for London Liverpool St. on April 27th. Charlie Robbins
Below: Class 86 609 and 86 605 head south through Stafford on March 31st with a Crewe
to Felixstowe working. Steve Thompson
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Above: Standing in the sunshine at Crewe on April 19th and wearing Freightliner’s latest livery
is Class 86 622. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Class 60 011 is seen on the rear of the 0D04 light engine movement from Immingham to Doncaster, along with
Class 60 015 and 66 166, ascending Appleby Bank on April 8th. Steve Thompson
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Above: Ex DRS Class 66 402 is seen working 6R45 Maltby Colliery to Immingham
through Worksop on April 1st with loaded JNAs. John Martin
Right: Four locos, one train! as Class 90 016 leads 86 612, 86 614, and 66 541 through
Rugeley on April 19th. Richard Hargreaves
Bottom Left: DRS Class 57 008 and 57 009 along with barrier vehicles head south through Sutton
Bridge, Shrewsbury on April 3rd. Phil Martin
Bottom Right: Freightliner’s Class 90 045 speeds through Preston at 00.47hrs on April 12th with
4S83 Basford Hall to Coatbridge. David Hollowood
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Class 60 013 “Robert Boyle” is seen working the
6B13 Robeston - Westerleigh tanks through Severn Tunnel Junction on
April 16th. Lewis Mitchell
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This really is a nice photo, normally Class 323’s would be
overlooked as uninteresting but combined with the spring blossom
and the shades of colour on the trees, Class 323 216 looks great as it
passes Erdington. Paul Godding
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Above: Freightliner Class 66 529 is seen with the 4S42 empty Heavy Haul from Fiddlers Ferry to
Hunterston as it passes Bolton-le-Sands level crossing on April 1st. Chris Stanley
Right: On April 19th, Freightliner’s Class 66 529 passes alongside the
Keadby Canal at Godnow Bridge. Andy
Bottom Left: First Great Western Class 150 261 sits spare at Penzance station after a week on the
St Ives - St Earth branch line, April 17th. Barry Beeston
Bottom Right: Freightliner’s Class 90 047 is seen working the 4L75 Basford Hall to Felixstowe
through Chelmscote on April 7th. Steve Madden
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Above: Class 66 139 works 6E32 Preston Dock to Lyndsey Refinery empty bitumen tanks
through Pleasington, Lancashire on April 15th. Chris Stanley
Left: On April 18th, Class 92 017 “Bart the Engine” heads south through Stafford
with an Intermodal service. Richard Hargreaves
Bottom Left: On April 19th Class 70 007 passes through Long Buckby with
4L92 Ditton – Felixstowe Freightliner service. Steve Madden
Bottom Right: A regular working for Freightliner’s GE-built Class 70 locomotive fleet, the 6U77
Mountsorrel to Basford Hall ballast train is hauled past the village of Millmeece in Staffordshire by
Class 70 002 on April 2nd. Gary S. Smith
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Top Left: Class 150 013 heads
out of the depths of Birmingham
and into Birmingham’s Snow Hill
station on April 22nd.
Paul Godding
Top Right: On April 10th, Class 66
009 awaits permission to enter the
possession at Hastings working
6N36 Hoo Junction - Ore with 10
loaded Autoballasters and 66 104
dead on the rear.
Daniel Stanbridge
Left: It’s not always excitement for
the Royal Class 67s. On April 19th
Class 67 006 heads a
short freight south through
Rugeley Trent Valley.
Richard Hargreaves
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Class 37 603 and 37 218 slowly pull out of the Dungness Flask
Compound ready to start their journey to Wembley on April 7th. Charlie Robbins
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Above: National Express East Anglia Class 170 203 passes Three Horseshoes heading for
Peterborough on April 21st. Derek Elston
Below: On the same day, Class 158 837 and 158 828 are seen at Wellington with a Holyhead to
Birmingham International service. Richard Hargreaves
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Above: Class 66 104 powers through Hastings working 6N36 Ore - Hoo Junction with 10 empty Autoballasters
and 66 009 dead on the rear, April 10th. Daniel Stanbridge
Below: On April 23rd, Class 66 623 passes Frodingham Jct., Scunthorpe whilst an unidentified DBS member is stabled on
the Goods Yard Receptions with empty HTAs. Steve Thompson
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Above: On April 21st, Class 97 304 and 97 302 are seen working 0Z97 through Wombridge,
which is between Telford and Wellington. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Northern’s Liverpool to Blackpool service was diverted due to cable theft via Newton Le Willows over the seldom
used Lowton Jct. complex on April 16th. Seen here at Newton le Willows Jct. with Class 150 138. Dave Harris
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Above: : Class 92 032 sports the new Europort/GBRf livery as it passes Sevington, Ashford (Kent)
working 0Z92 Dollands Moor - Willesden - Dollands Moor driver learner on April 7th. Daniel Stanbridge
Below: Two cars from Class 319 434 stands outside the maintenance shed at Bedford Cauldwell Depot
on April 1st. Steve Madden
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Above: On test on April 18th along the West Coast Main Line
were National Express Class 379 015 and 379 014. Richard Hargreaves
Below: East Midlands Trains HST power cars Nos. 43050 and 43089 arrive into Leicester
with the 08.53 Nottingham to St. Pancras service on April 25th. Derek Elston
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Above: Chiltern Railways Class 165 007 and 165 025 departs Birmingham Moor St. on April 22nd whilst in the
background can be seen an ex Wrexham and Shropshire DVT and stock. Paul Godding
Below: Brand new Chiltern Railways “Turbostar” Class 172 103 is seen on test at Derby, April 23rd. These units are
currently traversing the Midland Main Line with mileage accumulation runs. Class47
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Above: DB Schenker Class 59 206 passes Undy on April 22nd with 6C41 ADJ to Westbury. Lewis Mitchell
Below: DBS Class 60 010 gets under way from a signal check at Plumley with 6H03 Oakleigh
Brunner Mond facility - Tunstead empties on April 18th. Dave Harris
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Above: Class 150 106 is seen working the 10:01 Bletchley to Bedford service at Ridgemont on April 7th. Steve Madden
Below: Freightliner’s Class 86 637 in new Powerhaul livery with 86 638 pass Great Brington with
the 4M54 Tilbury to Basford Hall on April 8th. Steve Madden

101

Network Rail Class 31 233 is seen at Crewe Bank, Shrewsbury
with 3Z22 Swansea - Derby test train on April 23rd. Phil Martin
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DBS/EWS Class 66 131 leaves Gobowen, Shropshire with a short 6M30 Margam - Dee
Marsh steel coils train on April 10th. Gary S. Smith
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Above: EWS liveried Class 92 001 “Victor Hugo” heads south through Stafford on April 11th
with a rake of empty STV car transporters. Richard Hargreaves
Below: With Class 37 604 leading and 37 059 on the rear, the 1Q12 Derby RTC - St Pancras International
passes Mill Road on April 20th. Steve Madden
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Above: National Express Class 379 015 and 379 014 passes Church Brampton with a test train
from Northampton to Crewe on April 19th. Steve Madden
Below: First Great Western power car No. 43179 “Pride of Laira” hauls a single coach through
Swindon on April 2nd. Derek Elston
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Above: Sheffield Supertrams Nos. 103 and 115 pass outside the station on April 2nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Manchester Metrolink Tram No. 3030 makes its debut at Queens Road,
Manchester on April 2nd. David Hollowood
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Above: Wearing an all over advert for East Midlands Trains, Sheffield Supertram No. 111 rounds the
Park Square triangle on April 2nd. Richard Hargreaves
Below: Sheffield Supertram No. 120 is seen carrying the heritage livery of Sheffield Corporation Transport. Derek Elston
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Scot-Rail - life north of the border

News and Features

East Coast HST with power cars 43309 and 43277 rounds the curve at Ladybank
on April 17th. Richard Jones
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Scot-Rail - life north of the border

On April 10th, two Scotrail Class 170s cross the River Tay at Perth
with the 1155 Perth to Aberdeen service. Richard Jones

Above: Class 158 730 is seen approaching platform 3 at Haymarket station en - route to Edinburgh Waverley
on February 10th. Jonathan McGurk
Below: Class 156 504 in the new Transport Scotland ‘ScotRail - Scotland’s Railway’ blue and white Saltire livery is seen
going through into Glasgow Central High Level station to terminate, February 24th. Jonathan McGurk
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Scot-Rail - life north of the border
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Class 66 101 passes Dunkeld & Birnam station working
4D47 Inverness - Mossend Tesco Intermodal. Robert Duff
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Fares Advice with RailUK
This month more questions and
answers on the complex ticketing
system of Britain’s Railways.

What exactly does
‘London Terminals’
mean?
Q: I have an advance ticket from
Exmouth to London Terminals. Does
this mean it is valid by non-LU
services to terminals in London other
than Waterloo? Specifically, can I use
it to get to St Pancras by going
Waterloo East > London Bridge >
St. Pancras
A: London terminals means different
things from different places. From
Exmouth it will mean Paddington or
Waterloo, plus Charing Cross,
London Bridge, Cannon Street,
Victoria, Blackfriars and City
Thamslink. You cannot go through
Farringdon on a London Terminals
ticket, so St Pancras is ruled out.
However, if you have an advance
ticket it will be valid on the specified
train to the specified terminal. If that
is Waterloo then you can probably
also change for Charing Cross, London
Bridge, Cannon Street, but I’m not
certain. Are you sure it says Advance
and London Terminals? That seems to
be an oxymoron.

25% off XC
Advance Tickets
Use the promotional code
OFFER25 which is for CrossCountry
Advance fares booked through
crosscountrytrains.co.uk only until
31st May.
To clarify, the tickets must be booked
by 31st May but do not necessarily
have to be for travel before that date.
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Railcard price
increase
From 22nd May the one-year 16-25,
Senior, Family/Friends and Network
Railcard will all increase in price to
£28. The three-year railcard (online
only, not Network Railcard) remains
at £65.
Although any increase in price is not
welcome (although £2 is nothing
much), as long as the Railcard’s cost
£30 tops they are still excellent value.
You can save hundreds of pounds a
year using them! The savings are
particularly extraordinary with Virgin
Trains (because they allow Off-Peak
tickets to be used on Peak trains if
you hold a Railcard). A “Peak” return
from Crewe to Euston for a family of
4 costs £108.20 with the Railcard. The
price is an absolutely bonkers £642
without one!
The 16-25 Railcard does the same
thing - £42 return for 1 Adult with the
Railcard, a ridiculous £214 without!

Grand Central £15
North East!
Travel to/from London for just £15
with Grand Central’s Morning and
Evening Specials http://www.grandcentralrail.
co.uk/15poundspecial
Travel between London and York and
the North East for just £15 on Grand
Central’s Morning and Evening
Specials. Get one of their cheapest
ever fares if you travel on the 08:04
from London Kings Cross to
Sunderland or the 17:31 from
Sunderland to Kings Cross.
Morning Special Departs:
London Kings Cross 08.04
York 10.14
Thirsk 10.30
Northallerton 10.39

Eaglescliffe 10.59
Hartlepool 11.24
Sunderland 11.50
Evening Special Departs:
Sunderland 17.30
Hartlepool 17.56
Eaglescliffe 18.15
Northallerton 18.37
Thirsk 18.46
York 19.08
London Kings Cross 21.09

Cheap tickets with
Tesco Clubcard
£30 worth of train tickets for £10
worth of Tesco Clubcard vouchers.
For those with a Tesco Clubcard, you
now have access to the Red Spotted
Hanky website where you can book
train tickets. It appears to be the
same booking site as East Coast.
The real advantage is, for every £10
worth of Tesco Clubcard Vouchers you
use you get £30 worth of train tickets.
If you have a Tesco Clubcard here’s
the link: http://www.tesco.com/clubcard/
deals/product.aspx?R=1916

Ticket Advice for All
Advice on rail ticketing is available on
railforums.co.uk in the ‘Fares, Tickets
& Routeing’ section.
We believe this to be the best source
of UK rail fares advice available
anywhere, as we have a team of
people who are familiar with the
complex rail fares system who can
help you. Never pay over the odds
again, and ask us if you need help!
see you there.

CFPS and the Mount Snowdon Challenge
Class 40 Preservation Society Fundraising officer Andy Walton hopes to raise funds for the CFPS by climbing Mount
Snowdon. He will be joined by CFPS Member Karl Crowther and his partner Louise Redgrave. The climb will take
place on Saturday May 7th with the aim of raising funds for both the CFPS’s engines D335 and 40145 which are
both out of service at Barrow Hill
D335 is out of service and requires repairs to its bogies and 40145 requires repairs to it’s main generator.
At present repairs are estimated to cost at least £15000 for D335 and at least £30000 for 40145.
If you would like to sponsor Andy and his team then please contact him on : fundraising@cfps.co.uk
Alternatively donations to the appeal can be made directly via Paypal to : donations@cfps.co.uk
or by going to the Class 40 Preservation Society website at:		
and clicking on the link.

www.cfps.co.uk

All money will go directly to the appeal.

DIRECT RAIL SERVICES TO HAUL
THE NORTHERN BELLE TRAIN
Direct Rail Services (DRS), the UK’s leading rail freight operator, recently awarded the ‘Best Rail Freight Operator’ in the
UK has signed a five year contract to haul the luxurious Northern Belle train also known as ‘The Orient-Express of the
North’.
The Northern Belle, sister train to the legendary Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, reflects the ‘Belle’ trains of the 1930’s
and DRS is delighted to be expanding its passenger operation portfolio to include this unique train.
The first journey for the Northern Belle using DRS was on Saturday 2nd April 2011 and departed from Derby on a
luncheon tour via Sheffield and Grantham.
The following day DRS, having successfully launched the service on the Saturday, operated a ‘Mother’s Day’ celebratory
trip from Manchester to Liverpool including a circular tour of the Calder Valley.
DRS will haul over 85 trips a year for the Northern Belle and will offer departures from over 60 regional stations to
destinations country-wide and travelling to events such as Ladies’ Day at Ascot and the Chelsea Flower Show.
Steve Finn, DRS’ Business Development Manager commented, “DRS’ recent award as the best performing operator in the
UK has put us in a league with premium customers. The award of the Northern Belle’s contract is yet another testimony
of the high quality of services that we offer”.
DRS is repainting two of its Class 47’s to complement the Northern Belle coaching stock livery.
Andrew Overton, General Manager for Orient-Express’ UK train operations said ‘we are pleased to be working with DRS
and look forward to seeing the Northern Belle liveried locomotives completing the image of the rake’
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Freightliner Heavy Haul new contract with Quinn glass
Freightliner Heavy Haul recently ran it’s first train from the Sibelco UK Middleton Towers quarry to Quality Freight’s
facility at Ellesmere Port transporting sand on behalf of Quinn Glass, a division of Quinn Group.
The sand will be used by Quinn Glass in the manufacture of glass containers for the food and beverage industries, at
their plant at Elton, Cheshire.
This is the start of a long term contract between Quinn Group and Freightliner, with the aim of both companies to move
more products using the rail network with Freightliner’s services. The immediate start up will consist of 3 trains a week
into Ellesmere Port before the operation transfers at a later date into a dedicated terminal and unloading facility at the
Quinn Glass site at Elton, near Runcorn. Freightliner Heavy Haul are providing the haulage and wagons as well as stock
management of the products on behalf of Quinn Group.
The first of its kind in Europe, the Quinn Glass facility at Elton provides a fully integrated “one stop shop” for the
manufacture of glass containers, on site contract filling, packaging, storage in a fully automated, bonded high bay
warehouse ready for onward distribution to supermarket distribution centres.
Once the site is rail connected, which is due for completion in November this year, Freightliner Heavy Haul will transport
the sand directly into the Quinn Glass facility at Elton. In the interim there will be a short road leg between Ellesmere
Port and Elton for final delivery of product.
Adrian Curry, Chief Executive, Quinn glass Ltd said: “We are very pleased to be partnering with Freightliner for our
immediate rail and long term rail freight haulage requirements and look forward to developing further opportunities in
the months and years to come. This transfer of sand from road to rail freight demonstrates a clear and long term
commitment from Quinn Glass to sustainable transport. The plant at Elton is a state of the art facility and the reduction
in road miles associated with this transfer to rail freight is just another step in our efforts to reduce our carbon footprint”
David Israel, Commercial Director, Freightliner Heavy Haul Ltd commented; “We are delighted to have begun a long term
partnership with Quinn Group for the movement of their raw materials. We look forward to providing a comprehensive
logistics package encompassing a rail solution and stock management, enabling Quinn to focus on their core activities.”

Automatic ticket gates for Glasgow stations
ScotRail is to install automatic ticket gates at five Glasgow stations in and around the city centre.
The so-called “ring of steel” will be introduced at Anderston, Argyle Street, Charing Cross and both Glasgow Central Low
and High Level stations. Preparatory works – under commitments to reduce ticketless travel, increase revenue
protection, improve station security and discourage anti-social behaviour – will begin before the end of this month.
The rolling programme will see ticket gates become operational as early as June and will be completed in November. To
minimise disruption, the work will be carried out overnight.
The gates are similar to those introduced seven years ago at Edinburgh Waverley and Haymarket stations as well as at
Glasgow Queen Street. These were followed by ticket gates at Aberdeen, Ayr, Dundee and Stirling.
The £5.7m scheme is being funded by Network Rail which runs, maintains and develops the UK railway and a number of
key stations. Steve Montgomery, ScotRail’s managing director, said: “Revenue protection and reducing ticketless travel
have always been priorities for us because it is honest, fare-paying passengers who bear the burden in lost investment in
Scotland’s railway.
“Ticket gates, which are part of out franchise agreement, are also proven to discourage anti-social behaviour and
improve station security. “

CMA CGM to send over 25,000 boxes a year on
DB Schenker Rail intermodal services
CMA CGM, the world’s third largest container shipping company, has awarded a two year contract to DB Schenker Rail
(UK) Ltd to deliver over 25,000 containers per year. Three trains a day, operating five times a week, will deliver in each
direction containers from the Port of Southampton to inland terminals at Birmingham, Manchester Trafford Park and
Wakefield.
These trains will also be able to convey the industry standard sized 9ft 6” containers following the completion of
clearance works on the rail route from the Port of Southampton to accommodate them.
Volumes are however expected to exceed the initial level of 25,000 containers a year as CMA CGM and DB Schenker Rail
will jointly work on developing opportunities to introduce additional freight trains as demand requires.
The agreement is the largest UK container contract ever signed by DB Schenker Rail and reflects the position the
company has gained as a major supplier to this market.
Graham Fraser, Chief Executive Officer of CMA CGM (UK), said: “Rail freight is a key component of our shipping supply
chain in the UK. We chose DB Schenker Rail due to their flexibility and genuine desire to help us get more from rail. We
look forward to developing our new partnership with them and in seeking ways to introduce additional services during
the lifetime of the contract.”
Alain Thauvette, Chief Executive of DB Schenker Rail (UK) Ltd, said: “We are delighted to have won this new contract
from CMA CGM. The container market is the fastest growing sector of the rail freight industry. With each intermodal
freight train capable of removing up to 70 lorries from the road network, this is also good news for reducing both carbon
emissions and road congestion levels.”

Maersk renews with Freightliner
Freightliner Limited has signed a new multi-million pound contract with Maersk Line, the world’s largest shipping line.
The multi-year agreement provides Maersk with committed space for the transportation of boxes from the UK’s largest
container port, Felixstowe, and throughout Freightliner’s network.
Freightliner provides the most comprehensive service from Felixstowe offering 21 daily services to 15 destinations across
the UK, providing Maersk with flexible and robust inland forwarding solutions.
Adam Cunliffe, Managing Director, Freightliner Limited, commented;
“We are delighted to have renewed our partnership with Maersk and look forward to continuing to provide support as a
key part of Maersk’s UK supply chain. Freightliner is committed to provide to Maersk the most comprehensive rail based
solution, including for the first time 30 wagon services using PowerHaul, increasing capacity for our customers and the
rail network.”
Mark Cornwell, Operations Director UK, Maersk, added;
“During the past 5 years Freightliner have offered Maersk a highly flexible and responsive service which is a key
requirement for Maersk. The renewed arrangements with Freightliner further provide operational reliability and
sustainability in an uncertain market environment.”
The contract commenced on 28 February 2011 and provides for the movement by rail of up to 190,000 containers each
year saving over 63,000 tonnes of co2 on equivalent road moves.

Passenger Focus, the independent watchdog, welcomed the announcement. Robert Samson, passenger link manager,
said: “The introduction of ticket gates with a visible staff presence at all times will be a benefit to passengers addressing
ticketless travel and anti-social behaviour concerns.” Extra staff will be at the stations to assist customers when the gates
are introduced. Information leaflets and posters will be displayed at the stations in advance of the installations.
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Scrap leaflets provide stunning artwork for passengers using
Virgin Trains’ First Class Lounge at Manchester Piccadilly
Thousands of out of date timetables and ticket wallets have been turned into stunning artwork creations, which have gone
on display in Virgin Trains’ First Class Lounge at Manchester Piccadilly station. The stunning creations have been made by
acclaimed Manchester artist Adnan Bayyat.
The scrap material has been sculptured into flower arrangements and swans. The artwork is part of a joint initiative
between Virgin Trains and Adnan to encourage the sustainable use of waste materials in a creative way and ties in with his
‘The Solution to Pollution’ initiative. Virgin Trains’ Station Manager for Manchester Karen Grimshaw said: “Adnan’s work is
widely acclaimed and we are delighted that he had produced a range of stunning creations for all of our passengers using
the First Class Lounge to enjoy. The Lounge provides an ideal venue for Adnan to showcase his work and promotes a strong
environmental message.”
Adnan has also taken a couple of old and worn-out Virgin Trains uniforms and turned them into a wedding dress, to show
that it is possible to recycle almost anything.
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Adnan Bayyat said: “Many thousands of tonnes of printed materials end up in landfill every year, but that doesn’t have to
be the case. Environmental initiatives are high on the agenda at Virgin Trains and I have been able to show them what can
be done with old leaflets. The Virgin wedding dress, from old uniform items, was also an appropriate item for me to create
in Royal Wedding year.”
Photos
Left: Adnan Bayyat with a display of his material in the Virgin Trains’ First Class Lounge at Manchester Piccadilly station.
Everything is made out of surplus leaflets, timetables and ticket wallets.
Centre: A passenger admires that flower arrangement in the Virgin’ Trains First Class Lounge at Manchester.
Right: Virgin Trains Customer Service Assistant Leanne Hackney models the Virgin Wedding Dress made out of old uniform
items.
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East Midlands Trains to run special charity
train to Norfolk on 14 May
•
•
•

One-off opportunity to travel on an East Midlands Trains’ High Speed Train from St Pancras to Dereham
Tickets still available via www.ukrailtours.co.uk
All proceeds donated to The Railway Children’s Charity

In order to raise money for the worthy Railway Children’s Charity and to support one of the preserved railways on
its network, East Midlands Trains will be running a special High Speed Train (Intercity 125) service from St Pancras
International to Dereham in Norfolk on Saturday 14 May.
Tickets, which are priced at just £47.50 return, are still available at through the UK Railtours website (www.ukrailtours.
co.uk). The train will depart from St Pancras at 07.42 and will call at Luton Airport Parkway, Kettering and Leicester. It
will then run via Peterborough through to Wymondham, where it will proceed down the Mid Norfolk Railway line
through Wymondham Abbey and Thuxton to Dereham.
This is the first time that a High Speed Train has ever visited Dereham and it will be a unique, one-off experience
for passengers. There will be an opportunity to spend more than two hours in the pleasant Norfolk market town of
Dereham before the train makes its return journey via Norwich.
David Horne, Customer Service Director for East Midlands Trains said: “A number of our employees at Norwich are
involved in the Mid Norfolk Railway, the preserved railway which runs to Dereham via a link at Wymondham on our
Nottingham to Norwich route.
“Running a special HST from St Pancras to Norfolk seemed a great opportunity to support our staff and raise money
for such a valuable cause at the same time. Tickets have been selling fast, and we’ve already raised over £16,000 for
The Railway Children, but there’s still plenty of tickets available and we’re keen to make sure we can raise as much as
possible.
“It really will be a unique and special opportunity for passengers and we want to make sure people don’t miss out on this
one-off trip!”
Katie Mason, Events Manager for the Railway Children, said: “We’re very excited to have this special train run in our
honour. All the money raised will benefit vulnerable children living alone on the streets and will help us to provide the
care, support and services they desperately need.”
East Midlands Trains will be donating all proceeds from the ticket sales to The Railway Children’s Charity. A total of 19
East Midlands Trains’ employees will be helping out on the day in various roles and all of these employees will either be
donating their days’ wages to the charity, or donating their time at no cost.
To further support the work of the Mid Norfolk Railway, once at Wymondham, the HST will become part of the special
‘Drags and Rescues’ weekend, with preserved diesel locomotives dragging the train through to Dereham and back to
Wymondham. This is the first time an HST has been ‘dragged’ by a Class 50 train since the early 1990’s and will mark a
significant event for many rail enthusiasts.
For further information or to book tickets, visit the Excursion section of the UK Railtours website, www.ukrailtours.com.
For more information about East Midlands Trains, visit www.eastmidlandstrains.co.uk, or log on to www.railwaychildren.
org.uk for background information on the Railway Children’s Charity.

GB Railfreight extends Harsco contract for four years
GB Railfreight (GBRf), the UK’s most reliable freight haulier, has secured an extension to its contract with Harsco Rail
Limited for a further four years. Under the agreement GBRf will continue to provide Harsco with qualified train drivers
for route conductor services, predominantly in the South and East of England but also in other areas, for Harsco’s rail
grinding operations. Alan Wardle, MD, Harsco, said: “We are very pleased to continue our partnership with GB
Railfreight. GB Railfreight provides a reliable service which fits well with our business.”
Harsco currently operates four switch and crossing rail grinders throughout the country under a contract with Network
Rail. Operating most weekday nights they ensure that rails are kept at the correct profiles for the safe running of trains.
Harsco also operates its own Switch and Crossing Grinder in UK and Europe. Phil Amos, market manager for rail services,
GBRf, said: “GB Railfreight has developed an excellent relationship with Harsco over the past five years, helping to
ensure that a reliable and flexible service is given to its client, Network Rail. We look forward to continuing this partnership into the future.” The agreement is an extension of a contract GBRf and Harsco started back in 2005.
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Chiltern Railways takes over Bicester to Oxford services
Chiltern Railways will take over operation of the Bicester Town to Oxford train service from First Great Western on
Sunday, 22 May and will assume responsibility for Islip and Bicester Town stations. Oxford station will continue to be
managed by First Great Western.
Services will be operated with Chiltern Railways trains similar to those currently used on the line by First Great Western,
but have the added benefit of cool air circulation – perfect for the approaching summer weather.
The timetable from 22nd May will be similar to that currently operated by First Great Western and will include the extra
services funded by Oxfordshire County Council. Fares between Bicester Town, Islip and Oxford will be unchanged,
however as with all Chiltern Railways trains there will be no first class accommodation. Season ticket holders should
note that tickets bought from First Great Western will remain valid and tickets will continue to be sold at Oxford or on
the train for those starting at Bicester Town or Islip. Bicycles will be carried free of charge on this line.
Ian Baxter, Customer Service Director said: “We’re delighted to be taking over running these services and look forward
to welcoming new passengers to Chiltern Railways. As a result of this change we are now responsible for both Bicester
North and Bicester Town stations providing us with scope to further develop passenger services in North Oxfordshire.”
Chiltern Railways is currently completing a £250 million investment to transform travel between Birmingham and
London and reduce journey times by 20%. The company also has plans to run services from Oxford to London
Marylebone subject to the Secretary of State granting the Transport and Works Act order. The company is expecting a
decision to be made at the end of this year and if granted the route will transform rail travel in Oxfordshire; the transfer
of the Bicester Town - Oxford route is not however dependent upon this decision.

RAIL FREIGHT UPGRADE COMPLETE AS OXFORD ROAD
REOPENS

Old Abingdon Road in South Hinksey reopens this week, marking the completion of Network Rail’s project to get up
to 50,000 lorries a year off the region’s roads and onto the railway. The £60m scheme has seen engineers working at
locations from the port of Southampton through the Thames Valley and up to Nuneaton in the West Midlands, creating
extra headroom through tunnels and under bridges for bigger 9’6” freight containers to be transported by rail.
Engineers have been working at the Old Abingdon Road Redbridge site since November, with the old bridge removed
over Christmas and a new one lifted into place in sections in January and February. The approach road on either side has
also been rebuilt to meet the height of the new bridge.
Mindful of the impact of the closure on residents, Network Rail has worked with its contractors to ensure the bridge
reopens on time, with some final touches including brickwork and cladding to be carried out once the bridge has
reopened.
The road will open to traffic on Friday 22 April, two days later than planned – a feat in itself given the setbacks caused
by the unprecedented cold weather which saw temperatures at the site plummet as low as minus 18 degrees Celsius in
December.
Graham Beal, Network Rail project manager, said: “The A34 is one of the most congested roads in the country and much
of the traffic is HGVs transporting goods to and from Southampton port. With the cost of road congestion to the British
economy estimated at more than £10bn a year, this freight upgrade will provide vital extra capacity to get freight off
Oxfordshire’s roads and onto the railway.
“I’d like to thank the people of Oxford for their patience and understanding while we carry out this important work which
will benefit the city for decades to come.”
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NO MORE WET WINTERS ON BLACKBURN STATION
That’s the prospect for passengers who use platform four at the town’s station following confirmation from Network Rail
that it is to build a new canopy by the time the next winter sets in.
Platform four was the only one at the station that did not get covered over when the station was virtually rebuilt a few
years ago. At the time, it was hardly ever used but now trains regularly call at the platform and passengers have to wait
in a bus stop style shelter. Disabled passengers and people with luggage or children in buggies have not been forgotten
either. As part of the same project, Network Rail will build a new lift to serve the platform so passengers will no longer
have to struggle up a steep slope from the subway.
Network Rail route director Jo Kaye said: “The lack of
shelter on platform four is the one thing that
passengers have told us they want resolved more than
anything. Now the funding has been secured, we will
make sure they have the new facilities before the
winter weather arrives.”

RAIL TASK FORCE CRACKS DOWN ON LLANELLI FLYTIPPERS
Network Rail’s clean-up squad will be blitzing the railway at Llanelli as part of a joint initiative with Fly-tipping Action
Wales and partners to stamp out flytipping crimes in Wales.
Around 30 tonnes of rubbish are expected to be collected during a clean-up exercise near to Llanelli railway station,
which is just a mile away from a local conservation area. Amongst the waste that has been found on the railway in this
hotspot area are asbestos, bags of excrement, bicycles and electrical goods. Extra efforts will also be taken by the
Environment Agency to educate residents, through circulars, on removing their waste responsibly and the consequences
of fly-tipping.
Jack Hitchcock, western route maintenance director for Network Rail said: “We have a duty to the community to remove
this blight from their area but time and money could be better used on improving and expanding rail services. This is why
we urge anyone who has information about fly-tipping or other forms of vandalism to call the British Transport police
and help us fight this costly anti-social crime.”

The work will cost about £1.7m and is funded from the
Department for Transport’s Access for All and National
Stations Improvement programmes and includes a
contribution of approximately £200,000 from
Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council.
Brian Bailey; director for regeneration said: “This is
another step in delivering our plans to improve the
borough’s rail links and passenger facilities. The two
shelters on platform four were always meant to be
temporary and we are delighted the work is due to
start.
“By carrying it out just as Network Rail is making improvements for disabled passengers, we have been able to make
savings and ensure that the money goes further.”
The canopy will extend to cover almost the entire length of the platform, including the slope from the subway, which is
currently exposed.
Seats will be provided under the canopy, which will be lit and will be covered by CCTV to give passengers additional
security. The passenger information screen will be relocated to the underside of the canopy and there will be speakers
for the station public address system.
Lee Wasnidge, area director for Northern Rail, commented: “The new canopy will certainly be of huge benefit to our
passengers on Platform four. Blackburn station is set for a number of improvements that we are delighted are
happening.”
To the rear of the platform a new windbreak will be provided which will incorporate the ‘Gandhi’ artwork that the
station is famous for. New directional signs will be installed and community notice boards will be provided on both
platform four and the main platforms. The new features will have the same look and feel as the rest of the station because Amco, the contractors carrying out the work, have managed to find blue tiles to match those used throughout the
station. Work is expected to start in May and will take approximately five months to complete.
During this time, platform four will be closed, but there will be no effect on train services which will be diverted to
alternative platforms.
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“Not only is fly tipping an illegal activity, but it is unsightly and poses a health and safety risk to rail passengers,
employees and our lineside neighbours. Large items dumped close to the railway could pose a real safety risk especially
in blocking access for our engineers when we improve the railway at Llanelli.”
Emma Davies, south west co-ordinator for Fly-tipping Action Wales, said: “We often see a rise in cases this time of year
as people decide to de-clutter their homes and tidy up the garden ready for summer. “People unknowingly give their
goods to trade waste carriers believing that their waste will be disposed of legally, but this can often result in fly-tipping,
which can be traced back to the householder, who is liable for that waste.
“Not only is it a crime but it’s an un-necessary blight on our communities and costs millions of pounds in clean up costs,
which could be better spent on valuable public services such as education or health. Dumping green waste can attract
vermin and be unsightly, which can have a negative impact on the environment.”
The clean-up exercise will be carried out overnight on 1 May when trains are not running, so that a road rail vehicle can
be deployed to move the large amount of rubbish away. Cases of illegally dumped green waste often rise during the
spring clean period with almost 2,400 cases of green fly-tipping recorded in Wales** during March and May last year.
The latest figures shows that Welsh tax payers carry a clean-up cost of over £2.8 million per year (2009/10).
And with an extra bank holiday in April this year, Fly-tipping Action Wales claims that Welsh communities could see a rise
in fly-tipping, as more householders than ever carry out DIY and gardening over the long weekends. Network Rail
together with Fly-tipping Action Wales and partners will continue to monitor the area and across Wales to remove
further litter and crack down on fly tippers with the help of relevant authorities following this effort.
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‘Pedal Power’ message for Virgin Trains’
season ticket holders at Stoke
Virgin Trains season tickets holders are now able to make completely sustainable journeys by benefiting from a fold up
bicycle scheme in operation at Stoke on Trent station.
A former postal depot at Stoke on Trent station, which has been used for storage, has been redeveloped to house 50
Brompton fold up bikes, which are available for hire. The scheme has been funded through Cycling England.
Fold-up bikes have been chosen in order to make commuters’ journeys as easy as possible: they do not need to be
booked on to trains and can be collapsed and taken into meetings at the office or into homes. The Brompton bikes,
which are in Virgin Trains distinctive red colours, will be available for a small charge of £5 per day, discounts for regular
weekly (£20), or monthly (£60) use will also be available.
James Wright, Cycle Rail Project Manager at Virgin Trains, said: “Virgin Trains is delighted to be launching this scheme
to our customers. This is the first of its kind to the area and we hope that it will be so successful that we see similar
schemes rolled out across the country.”
Heather Hodkinson, Virgin Trains’ Station Manager at Stoke on Trent, said: “Over two million passenger journeys are year
are made through Stoke-on-Trent station and all expect a speedy, low- carbon journey. The scheme will ensure that we
can deliver the environmental message beyond our trains and our stations.”
For further information or to book Virgin Trains log on to www.virgintrains.com, telephone 0871 977 4222 or visit any
Virgin Trains’ station.

STATION PLAQUE MARKS OLD PAUPER GRAVE
A plaque has been placed on railings at the head of platforms 1 and 2 at Manchester’s Victoria station to mark the
location of a former burial ground. While rebuilding the platforms for Network Rail last year, contractor J Murphy & Sons
Ltd uncovered a number of bones that lay close to the foundations of the island platform. Work was immediately halted
and the police and coroner’s office were advised.
Investigations revealed that the bones were human - but very old.
Richard Davies, Network Rail’s project manager, started researching the history of the station and made the discovery
that part of it is built over a former graveyard.
Mr Davies said: “The graveyard was called
Walker’s Croft Cemetery. It was originally
owned by the collegiate church of
Manchester - now known as the Cathedral but latterly maintained by the town.
“When the station was built in the 1840s the
railway companies had enormous power and
it would seem they could build almost
Wherever they liked. Consequently, part of the
cemetery now lies beneath platform 2.”
With the assistance of the local Co-operative
Funeral Service, the remains that were
uncovered were given a respectful burial in
Southern Cemetery in Manchester.
At about the time the discovery was made,
Mrs Catherine Bowers Wain from
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria was carrying
out in-depth research into her family history.
From this, she found out that her great, great, great grandfather Henry Bailey is buried beneath the platform.
Mr Bailey was deputy constable of Cheetham and drowned in 1835 trying to save the life of a child who had fallen into
the River Irwell. Mrs Bowers Wain contacted Network Rail to ask if a plaque could be put up to mark the location of the
former cemetery.
At a small ceremony led by Richard Davies from Network Rail, the plaque was unveiled by Northern Rail station manager
Stephen Green following words and a prayer from railway chaplain Rev Richard Cook.

GB Railfreight runs first interhubGB service
GB Railfright (GBRf), the UK’s most reliable freight haulier, successfully ran its first interhubGB service on Monday 4 April,
2011.
The service left Barking at 23:20pm on 4 April and arrived at Manchester Trafford Park at 5:15am the following morning.
Tim Robinson, commercial director, GBRf, said: “Following a successful launch event at Barking last month we are
pleased to see the first interhubGB service underway.

Photo: From bike to train. Virgin Trains station staff James Sherridan and Nathan Barber promote the Brompton fold-up
cycles now available for hire by season ticket holders at Stoke-on-Trent station.
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“We’ve had a fantastic response to the service so far by companies interested in the combined rail and road package
interhubGB offers.”
interhubGB is a fully integrated road and rail freight distribution network, linking London and the South East with
Manchester and the North West, and offers an efficient way to move goods around the country.
Services are run by GBRf and 4Rail Logistics, specialists in logistics and IT platforms, and cater for all volumes, from single
boxes to multiple or train loads.
interhubGB also offers connections with Europe via the intermodal hub at Dourges, near Lille, with a daily connection to
Daventry.
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c2c TOPS PUNCTUALITY TABLE AGAIN
National Express train operator c2c was the best-performing train operator in the country in March 2011 with 97.4%
of trains on time according to the latest official rail industry figures released today, for the four week period ending 31
March 2011.
This is the second successive month c2c has been the best-performing train operator with 96.5% of trains on time in
February 2011. Julian Drury Managing Director of c2c said “It’s great news that c2c tops the punctuality table for the
second month in a row. It just goes to show what sterling work our team at c2c are doing and what a good partnership
we have with Network Rail. These results also show a clear improvement on our performance last period and we will
continue to focus all our efforts on delivering yet further improvements for our customers in the future.”
In January 2010, c2c won
the inaugural ‘Golden
Whistle’ for the best
punctuality amongst all
train operators throughout
2009, with c2c averaging
96.3% - a punctuality
record the train operator
has since broken.
c2c holds the UK records
for the highest annual
punctuality by a franchised
train operator at 96.7%
and the record for any 4
week period at 98.8%.
Customer satisfaction
with c2c services,
measured in the National
Passenger Survey in both
spring and autumn 2010
was 91%.

First of 16 trains receives makeover
A refurbished Scotrail Class 314 EMU entered service on 11 April – the first of 16 to receive the makeover over the
next few months. All will make their appearance on ScotRail’s Glasgow Central - Cathcart Circle and Glasgow Central Neilston, Newton and Gourock/Wemyss Bay services.
The makeover increases the level of comfort in carriages, with new seat covers and cushions among the enhancements.
In addition, a series of modifications will improve the reliability of the 16-strong Class 314 fleet.
ScotRail’s £800,000 package of enhancements also includes new lino and a complete ‘refresh’ of the carriage interiors.
All will be repainted inside, including gangways, and be fitted with new lighting.
Five of the trains will be rebranded in the new “ScotRail, Scotland’s Railway” unified livery during maintenance
schedules which coincide with their arrival at the Railcare depot in Springburn, Glasgow for refurbishment.
The improvement programme is scheduled to be completed in October.
Steve Montgomery, ScotRail’s managing director, said: “This investment will mean our customers can travel in greater
comfort and well as improve the reliability of our trains.”
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First Capital Connect Engages with Customers on Trains
In a drive to engage more with its customers First Capital Connect recently held its first on train meet the manager
sessions on services between London King’s Cross and Cambridge.
Three teams of managers walked down various services between 12:00 and 16:00 to meet passengers and ask if they had
any questions or concerns. A wide range of topics were raised, including operating ticket vending machines, capacity on
peak time services, and cycle policy.
FCC recently launched a series of new activities to engage with customers and stakeholders along its routes, including
town hall drop-in events and surgeries for Members of Parliament. These are in addition to the meet the manager
station events and ‘Meet the Directors’ online forums.
Michelle Smart, FCC’s Customer Service Director, said:
“We want FCC to continually work to improve our understanding of customers’ needs and I believe customers like to see
us come to them for their thoughts and suggestions.
“The recent event went really well, with lots of positive feedback, and I look forward to the next event.”

A smarter way to get from A to B
First TransPennine Express Leads The Way As The First Train Operator in UK to
Launch GPS Enabled Mobile Website
A north of England train operating company is giving passengers a smarter way to get from A to B.
First TransPennine Express (FTPE) is the first train operator in the country to have launched a GPS enabled mobile
website accessible from all smart technology mobile devices. The site and GPS enhancement has been developed by
Manchester digital marketing agency Code Computerlove.
Customers can now visit www.tpexpress.co.uk on the move and plan their journeys, find out real time departure and
arrival information and details about service disruptions.
The latest special offers are also available on the mobile site and customers can find out all about the stations and
destinations they are visiting including how to connect onto other forms of public transport.
Commenting on the mobile site development, FTPE’s E-Commerce Manager, Vickie Tennant said;
“The mobile site really is a great source of information for our customers. It is updated in real time and fits with the need
to have travel information at your fingertips. We are the first train company to use GPS technology in this way and I hope
that the advancement will help customers plan their journeys in a better and easier way.”
FTPE’s Live Departures and Arrivals board has been uniquely GPS enhanced and provides customers with a selection of
close by stations to choose from or allows passengers to manually type in their station of interest.
The Live Departures and Arrivals board will also direct customers to the correct platform at the station saving time and
meaning all the information needed is at the fingers tips of those travelling.
The non GPS enabled mobile site has been available since August last year and has attracted over 115,000 visits and with
the new GPS enhancement this week it is hoped that more customers than ever before can benefit from this smarter
technology.
The site, which has been designed with speed and accessibility in mind automatically recognises the mobile device trying
to access it and optimises itself accordingly, works across WIFI, 3GS and normal data networks.
Code Computerlove has worked with FTPE on a number of projects that have enhanced the customer experience.
Account Director, Ian Rabagliati said;
“If you’re out and about and want to find your nearest station the FTPE mobile site will now find it for you! First
TransPennine Express is continually embracing new technology to enhance its customer experience and integrating GPS
into FTPE’s mobile website was an ideal next step.
“Almost 8% of all traffic to the website is now from mobiles and this is growing daily, as customers realise the ease of
accessing the site on the go. The mobile site also shows some of the fantastic value fares available to customers with
savings of up to 50% to be had.”
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NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION SEEKS
FINEST RAIL VIEWS
The search to find the best photography of the British landscape and that of the rail network is on. Entry
for the Take a view - Landscape Photographer of the Year Awards 2011 is now open.
For the second year, Network Rail is supporting this national competition where amateurs and
professional photographers can showcase the very best imagery of Britain’s beautiful rural and urban
scenery and compete for the top prize of £10,000. The competition, now in its fifth year, is the idea
of renowned landscape photographer, Charlie Waite, and the best images will be showcased at an
exhibition at the National Theatre in London.
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“Network Rail has the special duty of protecting and promoting this legacy as well as building a modern
rail network for the 21st century. We are proud to continue to support this competition, and even more
so to have a special award for the best photography of our rail network. Travelling by rail is becoming
ever more popular, and we hope that, through this competition, even more people will recognise its
importance in Britain today.”
Awards founder, Charlie Waite added “Train travel really is one of my favourite things. The longer
journeys give you time to think and reflect, very like the quiet time that you can experience when
creating a photograph. The ever-changing and inspirational views from the window provide the perfect
break from daily life and the constant maintenance needed to keep the infrastructure in good repair is
easy to forget. Looking through the railway images last year was a great pleasure and I am really looking
forward to seeing this year’s entries.”

An additional prize will be given for the best photography of Britain’s rail network – The Network Rail
‘Lines in the Landscape’ Special Award. The winner will receive a weekend break and a guided tour of
the Severn Rail Tunnel’s Sudbrook Pumping Station, including travelling down the 180ft lift shaft to the
complex of underground culverts, sub-tunnels where you can safely observe the trains as they pass.

Last year, the Lines in the Landscape award received over 500 entries from all over the country, and
Network Rail is keen to encourage more interest this year. The winner of the 2010 award was Chris Howe
from Hitchin in Hertfordshire with a photograph of a speeding train going through Grindleford station in
the Peak District. Just this month Chris took up his prize of a guided tour across the Forth Rail Bridge in
Scotland – something only possible owing to the current upgrade works.

David Higgins, Network Rail chief executive said, “Every day for over a century the railway has helped
people travel across the length and breadth of Britain. Those journeys can take people across spectacular
structures such as the Forth Bridge and Ribblehead viaduct and where people can experience truly
amazing views of the countryside and our cities.

Photo: Runner up to the Network Rail ‘Lines in the Landscape’ special award, Take a View Landscape
Photographer of the Year 2010. Andrew Whitaker - The Newcastle and Gateshead Quayside at dusk, Tyne
& Wear, England
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STUNNING NEW IMAGE OF FUTURE
MANCHESTER VICTORIA STATION

View from the Outside
This month I was prancing around in my shorts at
Copmanthorpe in York because I thought it was going to
be sunny and hot....so when I realised it was freezing I
then ran for shelter in Andy’s car whilst he waited to take
a photo of a Compass rail tour and when he came back he
told me he had met someone from Andover who read
this magazine, and the man had asked if I was the girl who
wrote the article!
So here I am writing another article.... Saying hello to the
man and the woman who we saw at Copmanthorpe!

I was drawn to an American bus because I am half
American. Andy enjoyed photographing them as much as
if they were trains so all I can say is the trains have
competition!
It was a great month and I would recommend all of the
places so for more details please email me. Colton is
somewhere I drive myself sometimes and sit and revise
or read, there’s always a couple of others there with the
same idea of doing something in the car whilst taking
photos of any passing trains. There are also a lot of sheep.

In the Easter holidays I insisted on being taken out by
Andy and obviously it was train related, such as Murton
Park/Derwent Valley, Colton and Wensleydale railway.

And if it’s nice weather there are some lovely grassy hills
to sit on!

The Derwent Valley’s railway was slightly shorter than
most....considering we did not even travel for five
minutes....Wensleydale was a lot longer and Colton was a
trip to McDonalds and then some train photography in the
sun.

Until next month, happy training.
If you have any comments, about my articles or any ideas
about what I could write about please drop me an email,
I always love the fan mail.
		
megan.thomason@railtalkmagazine.co.uk

However he also took me to the transport museum which
had buses! It made a nice change and we rode on all the
old fashioned buses.

Virgin Trains is awarded two Kitemarks for
exemplary environmental practises
Virgin Trains has been awarded two Kitemarks by the British Standards Institute (BSI). A first-ever for a UK train
company, the prestigious Kitemark stamp is one of the world’s most recognised symbols of quality and was given to
Virgin Trains for its tangible efforts to reduce energy consumption on trains and at stations.
To gain Kitemark accreditation, a company must demonstrate robust processes for measuring their carbon reduction,
as well as a 2.5% reduction year-on-year for the past three years in energy consumption. Virgin Trains has exceeded this
target, achieving a 7.2% year-on-year reduction at stations and an impressive 19.6% reduction when stations figures are
combined with its train fleet.
Some of the initiatives Virgin Trains has introduced as part of its carbon reduction commitment are:
On trains...Regenerative braking: energy from braking is returned to the National Grid. An energy metering programme
also monitors and tracks energy consumption. Reducing energy consumption within the train: introducing timed
auto-door-closing when trains stand at stations. This reduces the energy needed to heat/cool the interior in response to
the outside temperature. Better control of onboard heating and lighting avoids unnecessary waste. Complementary
lighting is normally turned off until it is needed by the customer.
At stations...Locally-driven energy saving plans: installing lighting sensors, optimising heat timings and thermostats,
reducing water use through ½ flush toilets and encouraging campaigns among users of buildings to switch off lights,
VDUs and so on.

Network Rail has revealed stunning new images of the future station at Manchester Victoria. The announcement came
on the day that George Osborne, MP for Tatton, visited the station to hear about the benefits rail investment brings to
local people and businesses. The new visuals show how the station could look in less than five years time. They are an
early indication of how the station could be transformed into a major regional interchange, with plans for wider
investment being developed separately as part of the Northern Hub scheme. With this added investment, improvements
to the railway in the region would top £700m, including newly electrified lines between Manchester and Liverpool.
Graham Botham, Programme Sponsor, Network Rail said: “This is great news for passengers at Victoria. The numbers
of people using the station could double by 2019, with faster, more frequent trains eventually to Leeds and Liverpool as
part of the Northern Hub plans, so we need a station that reflects Manchester’s vibrant city centre.
“Our plans see Victoria transformed by the end of 2014, acting as a further catalyst in an area where the Co-operative
Group is regenerating 20 acres of land around the station. That’s why we have been working so closely with the city
council and English Heritage to resolve any planning issues resulting from the station’s listed status.”
The Rt Hon George Osborne, MP for Tatton, visiting the station today said: “It’s great to see first hand how impressive
this new station is going to be, and it’s great to hear how the project is going to bring new jobs and new investment from
businesses.”
A stunning new station
• A brand new, state of the art roof will flood the station with natural light rather than rain. It is likely to be made of ETFE
– the material used at Piccadilly station and the Eden Project. The £20m cost is to be split between Network Rail (£16m)
and Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) (£4m).
• The improvements future proof the station allowing for the imminent electrification of the line to Liverpool and would
allow for improvements to services included in the Northern Hub proposals by Network Rail.
• Network Rail and TfGM are developing plans to improve Victoria station yet further. These include new shops and cafes, better Metrolink facilities, new and improved links to the MEN arena and refurbishment and renewal of the Grade II
listed station building.
•Improvements at stations in Bolton, Manchester Oxford Road and Manchester Victoria as part of the National Stations
Improvement Programme (NSIP).

Peter Bowes, Virgin Trains Safety and Environment Director, explains: “Virgin Trains has done a huge amount of work
over the past two years to reduce our energy consumption and we are delighted that this has been recognised by the
British Standards Institute in the form of two Kitemarks. Of course we are ambitious to do even more and hope that
our work towards achieving BS EN 16001, a best practise standard for energy management systems, will position us as a
leader in our industry.”
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WAVERLEY BREAKS THE PANE BARRIER

The Nosh Report
Welcome to another “Nosh Report”, remember that this is
your chance to let everyone know where to go for
something to eat or drink, (eg: cafe, takeaway, sandwich
shop) when out and about. It can also be about whilst
you are on a railtour or sampling the delights of on train
catering.
This month I have to say a big thank you to Colin Irwin
who has very kindly sent in this report from when he was
visiting the Llangollen Railway.
He Writes:
On a recent trip to the Llangollen railway, I found this
charming catering van just 10 minutes walk from Berwyn
Railway Station on the A5 at Plas Berwyn, Triangle Bend.
Emily’s has a wide selection and is excellent value for
money. Food ranging from hot dogs and burgers to Doner
Kebabs and Paninis. Excellent service and very friendly
staff, they welcomed people of all walks of life with a
cheery greeting and a smile.

A truly enjoyable experience, and highly recommended
as a stop off point for anyone passing through the area
looking for a bite to eat, whist eating, you can appreciate
the excellent views of the valley from the superb vantage
point of the lay-by and watch the trains in Berwyn.
Excellent stuff and I have to say that I didn’t know about
this one and look forward to visiting the van on my next
visit to the Llangollen. Once again thanks to Colin for the
tip off and also for an excellent photo.
As I always say, if you know of anywhere that is worth a
mention then please let me know, I always enjoy visiting
new places and discovering new locations.
Until next month,

steve.roberts@railtalkmagazine.co.uk
Stephen W Roberts

One year on from the start of the project, Network Rail has installed the first of 28,000 panes of glass into Waverley
Station’s new roof. Part of a £130m project to redevelop Edinburgh’s Waverley Station, the new roof will see steelwork
restored and replaced and clear glazing installed across the structure’s entire 34,000m2 span.
To date, project contractors, led by Balfour Beatty have focussed on creating a safe platform for the workforce to operate
from. While over 23 million passengers a year go about their business, a workforce of 130 work above their heads.
The working platform is supported by scaffolding and encapsulated to prevent dust and noise polluting the station
environment. From that location, the project team can strip away old glazing, abrasive grit blast the steel work to strip
off old layers of paint and install the structure which will support the new glazing.
Ron McAulay, Network Rail Director, Scotland commented: “Getting the first pane of glass installed is a real landmark
moment for this project. Regular users of Waverley will see just how much work has been undertaken already just to
enable us to get access to the roof and to create a safe working environment. Ultimately, the goal of this project is to
create a brighter, better station for passengers.
“The scale of the job only becomes apparent when you are up on the roof, looking at the familiar valleys and peaks
stretch a quarter of a mile into the distance. It’s little wonder that it will take until 2013 to complete.“To date, these
works have not disrupted any train services but we acknowledge that there has been some disruption to passenger
movement around the station due to the extensive hoardings and the work we are carrying out at station entrances.
We’d like to thank passengers for their patience and we look forward to seeing these improvements completed.”
The project will see all of the old glazing on the roof replaced including a large section made of clear plastic sheeting, the
result of a low cost temporary fix made twenty years ago. The last remnants of an old footbridge which once linked
Calton Road and Jeffrey Street will also be removed. The structure of the footbridge, which closed in the 1950s, will
remain but will be opened up to allow more light into the station below.
Ken Brown, Project Manager, Balfour Beatty said today:
“The project team as a whole is delighted to be upgrading
this iconic landmark for Network Rail. It’s a complex
process working in Scotland’s largest station while it
continues to operate. The team is working almost 24
hours a day to ensure that over 60,000 people can carry
on using the station every day. We thank all station users
for their patience while we undertake the works and look
forward to handing over a much improved station
environment when the project is complete.”
Further improvements to Waverley will also result in new
fully-accessible entrances from Market Street and from
Princes Street. The concourse will be resurfaced, furniture
will be cleaned or removed and building exteriors will get
a makeover. Work will progress in phases with minimum
disruption to train services and the operation of the
station.
The project to enhance Waverley Steps began in
February 2011 and will be complete by summer 2012. The
government-funded scheme will improve accessibility to
Princes Street by creating a new covered step and
escalator access between Princes Street and the north
entrance to Waverley as well as lift access from the
station to Princes Street via the roof of Princes Mall.
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A Different View

The continuation of Class 56s leaving Crewe Diesel Depot, going for scrap
this month sees Class 56 054 on its one way trip to
Thompsons at Stockton. Richard Hargreaves
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A First Transpennine Express Class 185 is seen departing Doncaster
heading for Manchester Airport, reflected in a First Hull Trains Class 180
which was unusually parked in Platform 2. Class47
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On April 2nd, while everyone waited in vain for a railtour to arrive at
Cleethorpes, we were serenaded by this piper, who had a quite varied
repertoire, but I think even he was getting desperate when he began playing
“In The Bleak Midwinter”! Mind you, this was Cleethorpes! Steve Thompson
140

141

Wensleydale Railway

Preserved Railways

Spring Diesel Gala

In excellent weather, Class 26 No. D5310 heads along the line at Finghall on
April 9th during the Spring Diesel Gala. Andy
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Visiting the line for the event and indeed staying for the summer, is Class 55 019
“Royal Highland Fusilier” seen here heading for Leeming Bar. Andy

Looking as good as new, the cab from Class 25 313 is seen at Rail Restorations
North East, ready for fitting back on the loco. Alan Usher
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Class 20 020 and 20 166 head along the line at Finghall
in the spring sunshine on April 9th. Andy
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NRM Locomotion, Shildon

One of the repatriated TCDD (Turkish Republic Railways) 2-8-0s
No. 45170 is seen in the museum after arrival from Turkey. Alan Usher
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GET READY FOR NUMBER 567

Appropriately enough, the project will be formally launched at the modern day Great Central Railways Golden Oldies gala
from the 27th to the 30th of May 2011. On Sunday 29th May as vintage machines ply the Loughborough rails, enthusiasts
will be able to find out more about the Class 2s and the exciting plans to recreate one. There will be a display stand where
people can sign up to support the project and a series of free presentations to reveal the full details of the plans.

PROJECT TO BUILD ‘BRAND NEW’ GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY CLASS 2
4-4-0 LOCOMOTIVE TO BE FORMALLY LAUNCHED AT GCR
GOLDEN OLDIES GALA IN MAY
MAJOR DONOR PARTS IN HAND - STEAMING ENVISAGED WITHIN 10 YEARS

An ambitious project to build a new example of a long dead class of locomotive is to be formally launched in May 2011.
Joining the growing ranks of ‘new builds’ is No 567, originally a Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Class 2
4-4-0 which once hauled express trains across the Woodhead route.
Already two major donor parts for the locomotive are in hand giving the project a huge head start. It’s estimated it could
be complete in ten years at a cost of around half a million pounds. The new locomotive will be based on the Great Central
Railway but will be available to visit other heritage lines.
The original number 567 was one of a class of thirty one locomotives built between 1887 and 1894 at Kitson Works in
Leeds and the Gorton Works in Manchester. While they were built for the MS&LR - as that company extended and evolved
to become the Great Central Railway - they remained popular and economical locomotives. Having survived after the
railways were grouped the locomotives were adapted to become the LNER D7. The last was taken out of service and
scrapped in 1939.
The chairman of the 567 group Andrew Horrocks Taylor said “We want to fill a gap in railway history. These elegant 4-4-0s
were the pride of the MS&LR and then contributed towards the nascent GCR’s slogan ‘Rapid travel in Luxury’. Indeed the
GCR’s legendary first Chairman, Sir Edward Watkin, was so pleased with his class 2, it was immortalised as the locomotive
which features in the company crest. While we’ll incorporate some minor changes, the new 567 will be externally
indistinguishable from its predecessors. We’ve learnt from the successful new build projects which have gone before and
now we are ready to bring the class back to life for the benefit of future generations.”

FUNDRAISING
The funding plan envisages 567 supporters signing up to give £5.67 a month for ten years. Allowing for a slow start, when
the effects of gift aid are factored in and possible corporate component sponsorship, this will deliver the funds at a rate the
project can sensibly use them and provide for contingencies. As has been proven by other new build locomotive projects,
as progress can be demonstrated so more supporters are encouraged to sign up.
The project is also a flagship for the plans to create a unified Great Central Railway. “This locomotive will be ideal for a
completed GCR main line,” continued Mr Horrocks-Taylor. “The gentle gradients plus the availability of heritage MSLR/GCR
rolling stock to run with No.567 means it will be right at home and we can truly recreate an 1890s Victorian travel
experience. The locomotive would initially be in GCR livery, however, MS&LR and LNER liveries could come later. Before
the GCR is reunified we’ll be using the expertise and support from both halves of the line, from the David Clarke Railway
Trust charity in the south to the workshop at the Great Central Railway Nottingham in Ruddington.”
Excitingly two key components are available to kick start the project. A suitable cylinder block has been located and
remarkably a GCR tender has survived and the frames are suitable for reuse. Some consideration had been given to using a
donor boiler, but a new one is believed to offer a better and more cost effective long term solution. Original Kitson’s
drawings for the class have been located at the National Railway Museum.
Mr Horrocks Taylor concluded, “We are ready to get started and we hope railway enthusiasts will be as energised as we
are by the plans. The completed locomotive will have large driving wheels, sufficient tender space to run a decent mileage between water stops and lots of footplate space. As such it will be a boon to the heritage railway movement – an ideal
performer full of charm. With 567 helpers we can make number 567 a reality soon!”
Photo Left:GCR 567 Photograph when first out shopped at the Gorton Works in
Jan 1891 (loco was completed in Dec 1890), the first photograph of a MS&LR Class 2.
Above: GCR Class 2s Double Heading hauling wooden stock into Woodhead Tunnel.
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Great Central Railway

Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway Appeal Event

The Great Central Railway held a GWSR appeal event on April 9/10th to raise funds for
the landslip appeals. British Railways Class 3F 2-6-0 tank engine No. 47406
works hard as it speeds through Quorn and Woodhouse on
April 9th. Richard Hargreaves
152

153

Above: Class 47 No. D1705 heads through the Leicestershire countryside with a service for Leicester North. Class47
Below: GWR 2-6-2T No. 5542 Small Prairie Tank departs Quorn on April 9th with the Autocoach. Richard Hargreaves
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Above: BR 8F No. 48305 runs round its train at Leicester North. Richard Hargreaves
Below: LMS 8F No. 8624 departs Rothley with a rake of mineral wagons. Class47
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Turkish Railways Stanier 8F 2-8-0 No. 45160
looks great as it hauls the TPO set on April 9th. Richard Hargreaves
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Beamish Museum

158

LNER Class Y7 No. 985 is seen at Beamish
on April 16th. Alan Usher
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Ffestiniog Railway

“Spring Thing” - Easter Gala

Above: Just north of Penrhyn, Ffestiniog Railway’s Lynton and Barnstaple replica “Lyd” leads a train of vintage stock
towards Tan-Y-Bwlch on April 23rd. Ben Bucki
Below: Double Fairlie “David Lloyd George” heads out of Penrhyn towards Cei Mawr with the first train of the day to
Blaenau Ffestiniog on April 25th. Ben Bucki
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Above: Double Fairlie “Earl of Merioneth” heads through the woods at Tan-Y-Bwlch with an afternoon service to
Porthmadog April 24th. Ben Bucki
Below: Ffestiniog Railway diesel “Vale of Ffestiniog” heads north towards Tan-Y-Bwlch station on April 24th. Ben Bucki

161

Welsh Highland Railway

Visiting Jung Mallet No. 9 from the Statfold Barn Railway
erupts out one of the rock tunnels in the Glaslyn Pass with the first
train of the day, April 23rd. Ben Bucki

“Spring Thing” - Easter Gala

Above: Welsh Highland Railway Garrat No.138 approaches Hafod-Y-Llyn with the last train of the day,
on April 24th. Ben Bucki
Below: At Hafod-Y-Llyn, the Pullman observation car “Glaslyn” is seen beside its namesake river, with
the last train of Good Friday, April 22nd. Ben Bucki
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Llangollen Railway

On April 14th, Great Western Pannier Tank
No. 6430 is seen on the autotrain at Berwyn station.
Colin Irwin
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East Lancashire Railway

ELR Small Engines Weekend

MSC Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0 No. 4002 pilots BR Class 08 700 on a double
headed shunter shuttle service from Bury to Ramsbottom and return
on April 9th. CJ Sutcliffe
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On her first visit to the ELR, Hunslet Austerity Saddle Tank No. 132
“Sapper” works a northbound service to Rawtenstall from Heywood on
April 9th. CJ Sutcliffe

Join The Class 58 Locomotive Group and help support the
restoration of 58016!
There are various ways to help the C58LG:
•
•

Become a Member
Make a donation

•
•

Become a working volunteer
Buy official C58LG merchandise

Preserving the Legacy of the Class 58s
Visit Our Website www.c58lg.co.uk
for all the upto date news on 58016!
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British Rail Class 20 087 descends through the cutting at Burrs Country
Park with a southbound service from Rawtenstall to Heywood on
April 9th. CJ Sutcliffe

Above: Class 08 700 is seen giving rides from Bury towards Baron St. Another event that had some superb weather,
April has been an exceptional month for sunshine. Colin Irwin
Below: At the other end of the shuttle to Baron St. was Class 03 No. D2062 and Class 01 No. D2956. Colin Irwin
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British Rail Standard 4 tank 2-6-4T No. 80080 presses northbound through
Burrs Country Park during the ELR’s small engine weekend on April 9th.
Colin Irwin
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Mid-Hants Railway

Spring Steam Gala

Stanier Black 5 No. 45379 which is owned by the MHRPS
arrives at Ropley on a Van Train. David Mead
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Great Western Hall Class No. 4953 “Pitchford Hall” based at The Great Central Railway
was a short notice loan and it complemented the GWR diversion themed gala. The
loco was built for mixed traffic and it seemed at home tackling the Mid-Hants
gradients with ease. These class locos often appeared south of Basingstoke, especially
on Summer Saturday workings between the Midlands and Bournemouth during the
late 1950’s and during the 1960’s. It is seen here on March 25th arriving Ropley
assisted by GWR 2-8-0T No. 5224. The latter loco is long term based at Ropley and is
owned by The Waterman Trust. David Mead

Above: Great Western 4-4-0 No. 3717 “City of Truro” and GWR 4-4-0 No. 9017 “Earl of Berkeley” are seen about to
depart from Ropley towards Alton with a passenger train on March 26th. No. 3717 was not a stranger to the “Southern”
as in the late 1950’s it was used often on services between Didcot to Southampton. David Mead
Below: BR Standard Class 5 No. 73096 was built at Derby in 1955 and when working on BR only had a working life of 12
years. The loco, although privately owned has undergone two major overhauls at Ropley and is currently based on The
Mid-Hants Railway and is one of the main-stay locos which work on regular service trains. Here the Standard is waiting
to depart Medstead and Four Marks Station with a van train for Alton on March 26th. David Mead
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GWR 4-4-0 No. 9017 “Earl of Berkeley” rests in the Cattle Dock at Alresford,
whilst Southern 2-6-0 No. 31806 and GWR 2-8-0T No. 5224. are about to
double-head a service train to Alton on March 25th. David Mead
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South Devon Railway

Cambrian Lines Event

GWR 4-4-0 No. 9017 “Earl of Berkeley” departs Staverton heading for
Totnes on April 22nd. Steve Andrews
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Barry Tourist Railway
		

The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
New Steam for the Main Line
Tornado Maintenance Update and Changes to Tour Diary

Famous new steam locomotive Tornado was re-united with her overhauled boiler on Friday April 8th following repairs to
the firebox at BD Meiningen in Germany. Tornado’s boiler arrived in the morning at the National Railway Museum, York,
where Tornado has been undergoing her winter maintenance and a high-capacity crane lifted the boiler onto the frames
later the same day. The return of the boiler follows its successful hydraulic test at DB Meiningen, Germany at 375psi on
Thursday March 31st. Following the lifting of Tornado’s boiler into her frames, commissioning and re-assembly of the
locomotive is now taking place.

Above: BR Class 20 228 (CFD no. 2004) is seen outside at Barry Shed on April 18th. Lewis Mitchell
Below: Class 73 118 shunts one of the ex Turkish 2-8-0s into the shed at Barry on April 18th. Lewis Mitchell

However, the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust, the builders and operators of new steam locomotive Tornado, regrets to
announce that it has not been possible to reach an acceptable working arrangement with Train Operating Company
(TOC) West Coast Railways (WCR) in spite of many attempts over the past three years. Tornado will continue to be
operated on the Network Rail main line by TOC DB Schenker, which has worked successfully with the Trust since the
locomotive’s completion in 2008. This change is unrelated to the repairs to Tornado’s boiler which took place at DB
Meiningen from January to March 2011. Unfortunately, this late change will result in a significant re-working of
Tornado’s tours diary for the early part of the summer. As a consequence of not being able to work with WCR, Tornado
will not now be hauling ‘The Cathedrals Express’ on Thursday 26th May (London to Bath & Bristol and return), Saturday
4th June (London King’s Cross to York and return) and Saturday 11th June (London to Shrewsbury and return) promoted
by Steam Dreams. Although Tornado will be ready for traffic for 26th May, her first main line train in her new Brunswick
Green livery will now be ‘The Canterbury Tornado’ on Saturday 18th June from Poole (Tornado from Willesden) to
Canterbury and return promoted by Pathfinder. All maintenance and repair work on Tornado, including the re-boring of
the cylinder liners, has been carried out in accordance with the Trust’s Quality Management System. This is the same
system that was used to support the construction of the locomotive and has previously been subject to Notified Body
audit, as part of the certification of the locomotive, leading to authorisation as a ‘new locomotive’ under the European
Railways Interoperability Directive by the Office of Rail Regulation.
In preparation for operations in 2011, the Trust’s Quality Management System processes were reviewed by WCR in
November 2010. The Trust’s arrangements for supplier assurance were one of several processes that were examined and
no issues of significance were found. Following preliminary examination of Tornado’s cylinder bores, it was apparent that
the cylinders would need their first re-bore during the winter maintenance period. An order was placed with the Trust’s
preferred contractor for this work in November 2010. However, due to the inability of the preferred contractor to meet
the agreed work schedule, the Trust sought an alternative contractor who undertook the work in February 2011.
In response to verbal comments expressed by WCR management about the replacement contractor and as it was the
first time the Trust had used this organisation, in accordance with the Trust’s Quality Management System the work was
overseen 100% by the Trust’s engineers. The contractor also provided the Trust with a list of main line approved and
other locomotives on which similar work had been done. This is, according to the Trust and its independent Vehicle
Acceptance Body, a reasonable course of action and is compliant with the Trust’s approved supplier accreditation
procedures. The work has in addition been seen and passed inspections by WCR themselves and WCR appointed
Qualified Independent Engineers. The Trust believes these inspections to be an appropriate action by WCR in carrying
out its due diligence responsibilities. The work has also been inspected by the Trust’s independent Vehicle Acceptance
Body. All parties were satisfied that the work had been carried out correctly and that the finish on the cylinder bores was
to the required standard. The Trust therefore believes that WCR does not have a valid reason to refuse to operate the
locomotive on account of the cylinder boring work.The Trust will now be seeking additional heritage railway and main
line work for promoters who use DB Schenker. For the latest news on Tornado’s 2011 programme please visit www.
a1steam.com. Mark Allatt, chairman, The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust, commented:
“The Trust is very disappointed not to be working with West Coast Railways during 2011 in addition to DB Schenker and
can only apologise to passengers who will not now be able to travel behind Tornado on their booked trains. We will now
be working closely with our partners and friends to re-shape Tornado’s 2011 programme to ensure that this popular
locomotive remains accessible and in the public eye where she belongs.”

182

183

Pontypool & Blaenavon
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2011 Season Opening Weekend

Class 37 216 in green undercoat and EWS liveried Class 73 128 Top n Tail
the 3-CEP unit No. 1198 seen here at Furnace Sidings. Lewis Mitchell
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Class 73 128 is seen at the Whistle Inn on April 4th, again hauling the
Class 411 3-CEP unit. Lewis Mitchell

							
							

KIRKBY STEPHEN EAST

							
							

“Stainmore 150”
Events in 2011

During 2011, there will be a full programme of events held in Kirkby Stephen and the local community.

Saturday 4th June 2011 Model Railway Show
Sunday 19th June 2011 ‘Steam Gathering’ with special guest - Mrs Sheila Dibnah
Sunday 3rd July 2011 Classic Car Rally
Bank Holiday Weekend 27th - 29th August 2011
‘Stainmore 150’ - a 3 day festival to mark the 150th anniversary of the opening of Kirkby Stephen East
We have recently been delighted to hear that we have received a grant of £33,400 from the Heritage Lottery Fund
towards the cost of organising our programme this summer.
Details are now almost finalised, and they will now include:
A series of exhibitions in Kirkby Stephen during June, July and August.
A Festival over the August Bank Holiday weekend, 27-29th August 2011, based at Kirkby Stephen East to mark the
150th Anniversary of the first passenger train in 1861. This will also witness the first passenger train to depart from the
station since closure almost 50 years ago.
A series of presentations held in a number of local communities over the winter months
(October 2011 - March 2012).
Various steam locos will be visting KSE during the weekend of 27-29th August including 78019.
For upto date information please log onto
http://www.stainmore150.co.uk/ or http://www.kirkbystepheneast.co.uk/
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Derwent Valley Railway
GOLDEN OLDIES AT THE GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY
The main line goes back in time on 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th May 2011
Come and experience living history and travel as it was 150 years ago with some of the oldest locomotives in action.
Four vintage visitors have been confirmed for the Great Central Railway’s Golden Oldies weekend. Rocket*, Furness 20,
Planet*, and Bellerophon will touch down on Leicestershire metals for the event which takes place over the four days of
the Spring Bank Holiday weekend. It’s the first time that Bellerophon has visited the GCR. Built in 1874, the locomotive
is one of the oldest steam engines to be seen in action anywhere in the world. Furness 20, Planet and Rocket visited the
GCR in 2010 when this gala concept was launched. GCR O4, no 63601, and now just a mere 99 years old, is also expected
to star - this will probably be the only outing it makes this year! The sixth loco - Ex GNR Gresley CLASS N2 0-6-2T tank
engine 1744 will also feature.
Kate Tilley, Marketing Manager for the Great Central Railway said “This is an incredible event with a one off line up of
vintage motive power. Look out for Rocket and Planet passing on the double track – just like the early days of the
railways. With Planet and Rocket coming with their open carriages, visitors can experience the GCR’s double track in a
very different way.” “We wanted something special for families and enthusiasts” said Bill Ford, GCR’s General Manager
“We have created a fascinating four day event not to be forgotten with visitors being treated to a true Victorian
commuting experience” * Planet and Rocket are replicas of the original locos
Above: Class 03 079 sees regular use on both passenger and freight trips. Andy
Below: Yorkshire Engine Company 0-4-0 Diesel Hydraulic Shunter Works No. 2675 and
Fowler 0-4-0 Diesel Mechanical Shunter Works No: 4100005 are seen parked up at the Murton site. Andy

GREAT CENTRAL - NOW A MODEL RAILWAY!
Bachmann Models latest range includes a OO scale Rothley Station. Visitors to the award winning grade II listed Rothley
station can now take it home! The model maker Bachmann has unveiled a range of scale models of the popular Great
Central Railway location for OO railways. Their Scenecraft range now includes a collection of buildings which depict
Rothley station. The station was opened in 1899 as part of the Great Central Railway’s grand extension to London
Marylebone. Most of the stations on the route were built to the distinctive ‘island platform’ layout.
The model buildings can be configured to reflect many of them, including those which were accessed by steps from
below (as opposed to the stairway arcade which descends from road level at the prototypical Rothley).
A donation will be made to the GCR for every item sold from the new range.
“Rothley station is a particular gem on GCR and retains virtually all of its late Victorian features”, said Richard Patching,
Commercial Manager of the Great Central. “Knowing that Bachmann are just about to introduce a full set of buildings
for Rothley is wonderful news, not just for GCR, but especially for all the visitors who have admired this station. The fact
that they initiated a donation from the sale of each item is a wonderful gesture which GCR’s supporters will appreciate
greatly” The eight items in the range are finished by hand and include a booking office and canopy, a water column and
lamp hut. David Haarhaus, Bachmann’s Sales and Marketing Manager said “The Great Central Railway is local to our
offices in Leicestershire and has been a great help in researching and developing items from their impressive collection
of preserved rolling stock. We at Bachmann, recognise the tremendous effort and hard work carried out by the railway’s
staff to operate this heritage railway situated in the heart of England. We are therefore keen to produce a model of their
popular Rothley station.” Rothely station has won railway heritage awards and is grade II listed.
While built at the end of the Victorian era, it has been carefully restored by a dedicated team of volunteers to reflect
early Edwardian times. It is often used as a film set and hosts period themed events.
The collection will be launched at the Great Central Railway’s Mail By Rail gala on 23rd & 24th July. Items will be
available to purchase following July’s launch.
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Recent arrival at the Derwent Valley line is Class 14 No. D9523
seen here on a demonstration freight working. Andy
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Embasy & Bolton Abbey

Real nuts blog at Railnuts.com

RAIL NUTS is the answer to all your dreams! You can blog away to like-minded people all day long. RAIL
NUTS is dedicated to people worldwide who are passionate about railways. Not just engines, but the whole
railway scene. The railways changed and enhanced our world now RAIL NUTS can increase the clarity of
your interest. Join a community of passionate, like-minded people who wish to get the facts right. The
latest technology will be employed to give you absolutely top quality photographs and yes, more
importantly, videos, enabling all of us to see in real
time any special events or, indeed, sometimes
mundane events, happening on
railways throughout the world.

On the Embsay and Bolton Abbey Railway, Austerity tank loco “Norman” heads
towards Embsay on April 14th. Ben Bucki
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The A60 roadbridge is immediately north of the new junction needed to connect both sections of the GCR,
once the 500m of infrastructure missing between them is reinstated.
Reconnection of two sections of the privately-owned Great Central Railway in Loughborough will create an 18-mile,
double track, sustainable, independent main line railway which is capable of delivering substantial long term economic,
community and environmental benefits – not just for the East Midlands but for the UK as a whole.

NETWORK RAIL DONATES REDUNDANT STEEL BRIDGES TO
LAUNCH £15m GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY REUNIFICATION
PROJECT

The A60 bridge replacement project has been managed by the Great Central Railway Development Company, a special
company set up last year by GCR plc and GCR(N) with the sole purpose of reconnecting the two currently separated
railways.

Two 70ft steel bridges made redundant in the Great Western main line upgrade at Reading have been
donated by Network Rail to help reunify the currently-separated Great Central Railways, in the East Midlands.
Their proposed installation at Loughborough will mark the formal start of the GCR’s £15m project – and
30 year dream - to reconnect the two currently separated sections of operational heritage railway main
line, north and south of the Midland Main Line at Loughborough. Reunification will create an independent
Nottingham-Leicester main line, and will use an existing connection to the national network at
Loughborough.
The bridges are earmarked by the East Midlands Railway Trust for use side by side to span the A60 road
at Loughborough, where the original double track steel deck is almost life-expired. The eight-mile GCR(N)
Loughborough - Ruddington line is connected to the Midland Main Line and carries regular inbound
gypsum over this bridge to the British Gypsum plant at East Leake, five miles from Loughborough, where
it is used to make plasterboard.
The two 70 tonne steel bridge decks were installed over Caversham Road, at the west end of Reading
station, in the 1970s and so have many decades of life left in them – but track remodelling as part of the
current main line modernisation enforced their early removal at Christmas 2010. With no other suitable
role, the decks escaped scrapping with just days to go, after a chance conversation with GCR staff by NR
Operations & Customer Services Director Robin Gisby, during a visit to Loughborough, in January.
“We believe it is far better to recycle these bridges for re-use for their original purpose, rather than
slice them up for scrap,” said Mr Gisby.
“Network Rail strongly supports the GCR project to connect up their two railways to link Nottingham
and Leicester. This project has clear benefits for Network Rail, so we were delighted to donate these two
bridges to the East Midlands Railway Trust, which owns the Loughborough-Ruddington railway
infrastructure.”
The bridges left Reading by road on Thursday April 7, aboard two Allelys low-loaders, and were delivered
to a storage site adjacent to the Great Central Railway plc’s Loughborough Central Station on Friday April 8.
EMRT chairman Mike Mountford said: “We are very grateful to Network Rail for its magnificent gesture
in donating these two bridges, which will provide a welcome and cost-effective upgrade for the A60
bridge, which is essential for the security of our gypsum traffic.
“There are much wider benefits too – it is currently less than today’s standard height and has been
struck several times by lorries. These bridges will enable us to raise the highway headroom which will
assist commercial roadtraffic in the region very considerably, as well as helping the GCR.”
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Class 45 103 and a selection of other blue locos are seen at Bescot stabling point
in the summer of 1987. Chris Morrison
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From the Archives
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Above: Mainline Freight liveried Class 73 114 is seen at Hither Green on October 10th 1999. Paul Godding
Below: “The Quarryman” railtour at Radstock West on 16th September 1979. On that day, the “British Young Travellers’
Society” ran a special train formed of Push-Pull Class 33 019 and TC unit 417 from Brockenhurst to Radstock and
Cranmore. In order to reach Radstock, the train ran on the former Bristol and North Somerset Railway from Frome,
opened in 1854 for the expanding coal traffic from the Somerset coalfields, part of the former Wilts, Somerset and
Weymouth Railway. Passenger services ceased between Frome and Bristol in 1959 and freight continued until 1988.
Railtours over disused lines are rare today, due to tightened health and safety regulations but in 1979, tour participants
were able to climb out of the TC unit and wander freely without any requirement for “high vis-clothing”! There have
been recent rumblings about restoring the line from Frome to Radstock, but one assumes it being unlikely especially in
the current economic climate? David Mead
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Above: Heritage EMU Class 306 017 is seen exhibited at Ilford depot open day in 1986. Derek Elston
Below: Class 58 008 is seen under construction at Doncaster on July 31st 1983. Derek Elston
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Above: Class 45 062 passes through Manchester Victoria on September 12th 1986. Derek Hopkins
Below: Class 37 403 calls into Stafford on July 17th 1999 with a Birmingham - Holyhead working. Paul Godding
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Above: Southern Region Class 411 4-CEP unit No. 1568 is seen on the rear of a London bound train speeding
through Hither Green in 1985. Derek Elston
Below: Class 47 009 with the Stratford Silver roof trademark is seen along with Class 31 241 at March,
during a visit in 1978. During the 1970’s the yard used to have plenty of locos parked up at weekends. Derek Elston
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Above: Class 37 018 in Railfreight red stripe livery passes through Stirling. Derek Elston
Below: Class 47 585 passes light engine through Reading on June 19th 1986. Derek Hopkins
Above: Class 37 026 awaits cutting at Wigan Springs Branch depot on August 1st 1999. Dennis Falcon
Below: Class 56 006 passes through Barnetby on May 17th 1997 heading for Immingham Docks. Paul Godding

202

203

Above: Res Liveried Class 86 241 “Glenfiddich” is seen at Crewe Electric on September 16th 2000. Paul Godding
Below: Class 47 206 “The Morris Dancer” looks remarkably clean at Crewe. Brian Battersby
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Above: Class 87 021 “Robert the Bruce” is seen at Carlisle on the rear of a London Euston service. Brian Battersby
Below: Class 37 350 is seen stabled at Peterborough on February 15th 1997. Paul Godding
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Class 37 714 passes through Newport on April 16th 1999, whilst a brand new
Class 66 087 stands on the then Godfrey Road stabling point.
Richard Hargreaves
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Thanks for reading this issue,
see you again next month.

The Back Page

Seen passing Llangewydd on April 21st, DBSO 9714
leads Class 31 233 with the 3Z21 Derby - Swansea. Lewis Mitchell

